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News

By MEGAN MILLIGAN 
Memorial Staff Writer

The Memorial Library Me-
dia Center was full of energy on 
March 9 while Joelle Charbon-
neau, award-winning author of 
“The Testing” trilogy, met and 
talked with excited students.

Students could sign up on-
line to attend a general session, 
a book signing or two writing 
workshops. 

Aspiring authors attending the 
Editing, Revision and Re-writing 
workshop were required to bring 
an original sample of their writ-
ing for suggestions and encour-
agements from a best-selling au-
thor.

“We went over revision strat-
egies and what revising really 
means, then she helped us revise 
and edit our own stories,” junior 
Alexa May Lalli said.

Charbonneau looks forward 
to school visits, hoping to inspire 
ambitious writers to pursue their 
goals and never give up.

“Too often students are told 

that they need to know right now 
what they want to do with the rest 
of their life and to only focus on 
what they’re good at,” Charbon-
neau said. “I love reminding stu-
dents that there might be other 
paths they could take and that it 
is okay to try.”

Charbonneau shared parts of 
her background in writing, in-
cluding what motivated her to 
become an author and what in-
spires her.

“Story ideas are really easy 
to find,” Charbonneau said. “I 
just look around and wonder how 
something could be worse than it 
is now.”

Not every student attending 
the sessions is endeavoring to 
be an author one day, however. 
Many were there because they 
enjoyed Charbonneau’s work and 
were eager for the chance to meet 
a noteworthy author.

“Charbonneau is one of my 
favorite authors,” sophomore 
Olivia Ervin said. “I was so ex-
cited to meet her and get her au-
tograph.”

The session and workshops 
offered encouragement for stu-
dents who dream of one day be-
ing a published author.

“She kept saying how she was 
the least qualified person to be 
an author,” Lalli said. “The fact 
that she considered herself bad at 
writing and never took an English 
class in college was amazing.”

Overall, Charbonneau has a 
piece of advice for these ambi-
tious students: “keep going”.

“Write everyday, even if it’s 
just for five or ten minutes, and 
don’t give up on what you’re 
writing. Always finish what you 
start, even if it’s really bad,” 
Charbonneau said. “Writing can 
be fixed; blank space can’t.”

Over 100 students took ad-
vantage of this opportunity to 
meet an award-winning author 
and hear the suggestions and wis-
dom she has to offer. 

Memorial might have a few 
in its student body who will take 
what they learned from Charbon-
neau’s visit and become authors 
themselves.

By LAUREN BROWN
Memorial Staff Writer

Memorial’s debate team went 
to districts on March 2 for a three 
day tournament at the University 
of Oklahoma. This tournament 
would qualify them for Nationals, 
with last year being the first year 
a Memorial team qualified; many 
hoped to continue this trend.

“After one of our public fo-
rum teams qualified, it became 
an incentive for all of us to try 
harder, and it’s made me and my 
partner double down in hopes of 
making it to nationals,” junior 
and co-captain of the debate team 
Liz Brenneman said. 

There are three forms of de-
bate, Memorial does two of them: 
Public Forum (PF) and Lincoln-
Douglas (LD). Public Forum fo-

cuses more on the validity of an 
argument while Lincoln-Douglas 
focuses more on the philosophi-
cal and ethical side of the argu-
ment. 

The third form of debate is 
Policy, with one topic for the en-
tire year; debaters delve deeper 
and deeper into the issue. 

While one of Memorial’s 
Public Forum teams qualified, 
Memorial’s Lincoln-Douglas de-
baters have yet to make it to Na-
tionals, but several are hoping to 
change that. 

“After last year’s PF team 
qualified, I decided to switch over 
to LD this year because I wanted 
to see if I could qualify and be the 
first Memorial Lincoln-Douglas 
debater to make it,” junior Bran-
don Hill said.

While the upperclassmen pre-

pare for this tournament, several 
underclassmen watched to see 
what they’ll be doing in the next 
year or two. 

“I’ve worked with a lot of the 
upperclassmen for this and I’ve 
learned a lot of what I should be 
doing to prepare me for the years 
ahead,” sophomore Srivishnu 
Parasaram said.

 However, no Memorial team, 
neither LD or PF, qualified for 
Nationals. 

“We were out after going 
up against an undefeated team 
from  Heritage Hall, but I’m not 
that upset,” junior Connor Ayubi 
said. “We’re fourth alternate for 
nationals, but losing is just an-
other incentive for us to win next 
year.”

The debate team is now shift-
ing their focus to winning State. 

Debate goes to tournament

PHOTO BY LAUREN BROWN

DEBATE ARGUES THEIR WAY TO A WIN:  Junior Pub-
lic Forum team, Connor Ayubi (left) and Aadithya Shenoy 
(right) went 6-2 at Districts. They were arguing the March 
resolution which was whether or not the United States 
should keep their existing military bases in Okinawa. 

“The Testing” author makes a stop at Memorial 

PHOTO PROVIDED

AUTHOR INSPIRES STUDENTS: Author Joelle Charbon-
neau talks to students on her background with writing, of-
fers encouragement to them to try new things, and answers 
questions on the writing process. She also gave advice for 
aspiring authors on their writing and helped them revise sto-
ries they’ve already written, as well as signing books that 
were given away as prizes during the sessions.
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By REBEKAH RICE
Memorial Assisting Editor

As the end of the school year approach-
es, students and teachers alike have become 
mournful due to the news that Principal Jus-
tin Coffelt is in his last few months working at 
Memorial. Coffelt has accepted the position of 
the Edmond Public Schools Director of Facili-
ties/District Operations.

“This position has been around for a few 
years but has not been filled recently,”Coffelt 
said. “The district decided to reopen it due to 
the new construction that will be taking place 
as a result of the bonds that were recently 
passed. I will be over all of the sites and their 
physical operations, including anything having 
to do with construction, energy, maintenance 
and safety.” 

Coffelt is a graduate of Memorial. He was 
an assistant principal from 2010 to 2013 and 
has now been the principal for three years.

Over the years, Coffelt has experienced 
working within the district as a teacher, a 
coach and a principal.

“As someone coming in from being a teach-
er and knowing what a teacher needs in the 
classroom and being a principal and knowing 
what a school needs each day, I have a good 
perspective of what I need to focus on in this 
new position,” Coffelt said.

Although he will use many of the skills he 
has learned throughout his career, Coffelt’s 
daily life will change as he takes on the new 
challenges that come with any unfamiliar job.

“The biggest difference is that I will no lon-

ger be working directly with students which 
will be tough,” Coffelt said. “My interactions 
with students are the things that keep me going 
every day. I really enjoy watching them grow, 
especially coming in as ninth graders and then 
watching them graduate. I am going to miss the 
connections we make over the years.”

In the past few years, Coffelt has changed 
the school for the better by supporting all Me-
morial students. Due to his history with Me-
morial, he understood the high standards that 
are expected of the students and staff.

“It is difficult to find a person who will 
support the students, teachers and parents and 
make them all happy,” social studies teacher 
Deana Huff said. “Coffelt has found that bal-
ance and has been fair in everything he does 
for the school. He will be missed because he is 
a Bulldog and he treats us like family.”

One positive result of Coffelt’s new ap-
pointment is the additional time he will be able 
to spend with his family.

“Sometimes you don’t know everything 
about a job until you start it; I didn’t know that 
I would be pulled in so many different direc-
tions as a principal,” Coffelt said. “Although I 
have loved every minute of being in this posi-
tion, there are times when I feel like I have not 
been as good of a father and husband as I had 
hoped to be. This new position will open up 
some more time for my family, and that is the 
thing that really excites me.”

Coffelt’s support for the teachers and stu-
dents has had a positive effect on the school 
as a whole in the regard that he has gained the 
students’ and teachers’  trust.

“He goes to everything. He went to archery 
state, he supports band,” Huff said. “He sup-
ports everything. He is at every event possible 
and that is one of the things that makes him 
great. He always has time for you. When we 
have had difficult events occur at our school, 
he has come to check on me and other teachers. 
I also love that he is a prankster. He will give 
me a hard time but he knows how to balance it 
with kindness.”

Even though he is leaving Memorial, Cof-
felt still hopes that the school will maintain the 
same excellence that he has seen throughout 
his time here.

“This place is so much bigger than any one 
person could be,” Coffelt said. “It is a special 
place and it will continue to be special whether 
I am here or not because there are great people 
here. The true mark of a good leader is that 
you leave things better than when you arrived. 
When you are gone, things don’t fall apart be-
cause you have put people in the position to 
be successful and maintain your success when 
you leave. I think that some of the things we 
have started here in the last few years will be 
continued and will help sustain the standard of 
excellence that Edmond is known for.”

A beloved principal changes position

PHOTO BY CHRIS PATTON
SWINE WEEK FUN:  Students duct 
tape Principal Coffelt to a wall to raise 
money for the Swine Week beneficiary.
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By MADDIE NIBLETT 
Santa Fe Managing Editor

Recent redistricting of Ed-
mond Public Schools has com-
pletely reconstructed what used 
to be well-known boundaries that 

would attend in Edmond. This is 
-

mond has been redistricted. 
The school board hired Texas-

based Templeton Demographics 
to help make decisions on what 
lines would be best to draw. 

With the construction of the 
new Heartland Middle School 
came the issue of redistricting, 
not only the middle schools, but 
also the high schools that those 
middle schools feed into. 

Previously, some middle 
schools were split between two 
or more high schools due to an 
uneven ratio of middle schools to 
high schools. The new plans have 
set two middle schools to feed 
into one high school.

The idea of the redistricting is 
to set clear boundaries so that no 
schools would be split up when 
moving to the next level of edu-
cation.

“The two overarching prin-
ciples guiding the redistricting 
process have always been to pop-
ulate the newest middle school, 
Heartland, and to balance second-
ary populations in a way which 
addresses current overcrowding 
and future district growth,” said 
Edmond School Board president 
Kathleen Duncan.

One of the main issues that led 
to the decision to redistrict was 
overcrowding at some schools, 
which is a major issue at North 
High School and Central Middle 
School.

One goal is to evenly distrib-
ute district lines so that each of 
the three schools has about 2,200 
students. While North has about 
2,600 students, Santa Fe and Me-
morial both have close to 2,000 
students.

North’s overcrowding prob-
lem is partially due to a bigger 
district compared to the other 
high schools and also partially 
to popular advanced classes and 
programs that are only offered at 
North.

“I think part of the issue that 
we face...is that we offer so many 
of what we call ‘single-offering 
courses,’” North curriculum prin-
cipal Ellen Vannoy said. 

“Some examples of that would 

Training Corps), AP Chinese and 
AP German. So because we have 
so many of those advanced, sin-
gle-offering courses, it really puts 
a crunch on the way our adminis-
tration does the master schedule 
,and it hinders some of the things 
we would like to do.”

Many people feel that the re-
districting is unfair to some stu-
dents. This is because no tran-
sefers will be accepted between  
Edmond schools unless it is for 
the ROTC program at North. 

However, if a student has been 
redistricted to another school, 

middle or high school career at 
the school they are already at-
tend.

In addition, if a student has a 
sibling that is already attending 
a school, they will be allowed to 
transfer to that school as well.

The idea is that once a student 
starts elementary school, they 
will know exactly which middle 
school and high school they will 
be going to in the future. 

Some parents want their chil-
dren to go to certain schools in 
the Edmond district, and made 
their decision on where to live in 
Edmond based on which school 
their neighborhood fed into. 

Now that the lines have been 
redrawn, some of the children of 
these parents now have to go to a 
school that is not the one that they 
had originally planned.

One Edmond parent, Leslie 
McCalla, was one of the parents 
that decided to move.

“We were already planning 
on moving, but the redistricting 
pushed us to move to somewhere 
in the Summit district, since the 
place we were before is now in 
Heartland,” McCalla said.

From the youngest preschool-
er to the senior ready to graduate, 
redrawing the boundaries of Ed-
mond Public Schools is a dramat-
ic change that, with the addition 
of school after school, has been a 
long time coming.

Redrawing district lines affects Edmond students

THE FINAL REDISTRICTING LINES: As of February 2016, the areas of 

for students and parents to have an understanding of where Edmond high 
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Roaring 20s, back in style
By LAUREN COUCH

Santa Fe Staff Writer

 Each spring, juniors and seniors prepare for 
their “big night” and walk away with an unfor-
gettable experience.
 This year, prom will be held in the Arts and 
Crafts building at the State Fairgrounds on April 
23. 
  “The Great Gatsby” is the theme chosen for 
this year, considering that many juniors and se-
niors have already read the book at some point in 
their high school careers. 
 Both the movie and the book are known for 
the scenes of  luxury and compelling parties,  and 
this will play into the decorations for the eve-
ning.
 “We wanted to pick a theme that students can 
identify with as well as a theme that we have 
never done before,” prom sponsor Chelsea Foo 
said. 
 The amount of work behind prom requires 
many junior and senior volunteers that are will-
ing to put in a large amount of time in order to 
achieve an elegant and entertaining environment 
for the guests.  
 Planning for this event begins around the 
end of winter break and progresses up to spring 

break, totaling five months of dedication for one 
night. 
 “It takes a lot of time, especially because our 
focus this year is to assemble a prom that the stu-
dents find more functional and enjoyable than in 
past years,” prom committee chair Kelley Garret 
said. 
 The prom committee is choosing decorations 
in a very precise way to allow for the students to 
experience an atmosphere similar to the parties 
of the roaring 20s.
 Although this event is just another dance, it 
symbolizes much more than that. 
 “For seniors, it’s the last school dance before 
they graduate, and it’s a way of saying goodbye 
to their years of high school with celebrating 
what they’ve accomplished,” junior class presi-
dent Annabel Hanson said. 
 Prom tickets can be purchased through the 
financial office and in room 22, April 7-19 for 
$40. 
 Only seniors and juniors may purchase tick-
ets, but they are allowed to invite one guest from 
Santa Fe or one guest outside of our school with 
a signed form, as long as this guest is a sopho-
more or older. 
 If you’re buying a ticket for an underclassmen 
or a guest, dont forget to fill out your guest form, 

PHOTO PROVIDED

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER: The theme of the Great Gats-
by is used throughout every aspect of the prom. Gifts for 
guests include a perfume bottle for the ladies and a trea-
sure-keeper for the gentlemen.

PHOTO PROVIDED

GENIUSES IN THE MAKING:  The Santa Fe robotic team, Robo Lobos, 
prepares their robot to compete against the 61 teams at their most recent 
competition.

By AMAYA STEVENSON
Santa Fe Staff Writer

 On March 24-26, the Santa Fe robotics 
team competed in the Oklahoma Regional 
Competition at the Cox Convention Center 
in Oklahoma City. The team went up against 
62 teams from five different states.
 “Going into the competition, I was in-
timidated by how many teams there were,” 
junior Dustin Dang said. “But I knew we 
would do well.” 
 This year’s “robot game” had a medieval 
theme. The objective of the competition was 
to use the robot that was built to capture the 
opponent’s castle by throwing boulders into 
it. 
 There were a series of defenses set up in 
front of the castles to hinder the opponent 
from capturing the castle.
 “Our robot was been built to cross six of 
the nine defenses, collect the boulder and 
shoot it into the high goal of the castle,” Ro-
botic Cub sponsor Randy Blackwood said.
 Thurs. March 24 was the practice round 
and Fri. and Sat. March 25 and 26 were the 
actual final competition dates.

 The team was successful during the prac-
tice day. Friday they placed seventh in the 
elimination rounds; on Saturday,  Santa Fe’s 
robotics team placed ninth overall in the 
competition. 
 “I am so happy we got ninth,” sophomore 
Yumin Song said. “Unfortunately, only the 
team that placed first in the competition ad-
vances to the State competition.”
 Despite their disappointment, in the final 
round the team was picked as an “alliance 
team” to one of the other robotics teams 
competing in the finals.
 “The alliance is someone that helps an-
other team win against a rival team,” Song 
said.  
 Since only the first place winner of this 
competition advanced to the State Robotics 
competition, Santa Fe is out of the running 
for this one. As of now they are unsure if 
there will be any future competions, at least 
for this year. 
 Even though the Santa Fe robotics team 
may not have been the best of the best, they 
still managed to defeat most of their oppo-
nents and make it to the top ten in their com-
petition.

Santa Fe’s robotics team places ninth in regional competition

A LITTLE PROM NEVER HURT NOBODY
SATURDAY, THE 23RD OF APRIL
TWO THOUSAND AND SIXTEEN

8:00 PM
HOBBIES ARTS CRAFTS BUILDING STATE FAIRGROUNDS



 
By SAMANTHA GRIGSBY

North Staff Writer

North’s annual charity event, 
BALTO, stands for Bringing a 
Light to Others, and that is exactly 
what those involved in the event 
have accomplished. BALTO has 
brought about a revolution this 
year that will have a tremendous 
effect on the community outside 
of Edmond. 

With the help of Fields and Fu-
tures, the benefits from BALTO 
2016 will be going to the students 
of Roosevelt Middle School in 
Oklahoma City.

On March 4, the groundbreak-
ing for the new sports field began. 

Many people outside of Roos-
evelt’s student body attended the 
groundbreaking, including Fields 
and Futures founders Liz and Tim 
McLaughlin and North students 

that played an active role in BAL-
TO. 

BALTO is North’s annual 
charity event, and the grand total 
of the money raised in 2016 was 
$707,748. 

This year, among many other 
fundraising events, North held a 
dog show and a black light dance 
that attracted many attendants. 

“I am so excited for what’s 
to come at Roosevelt Middle 
School,” Cameron Cato, BALTO 
co-chair, said. “We are able to pro-
vide these kids with a place to be-
long and that gift is priceless. The 
best is yet to come at Roosevelt 
Middle School, and I am thrilled 
Edmond North gets to play a part 
in it.”

Felix Linden, a teacher at Roo-
sevelt, says that he was so im-
pressed with the impact of BAL-
TO that he wishes to find a way 
to create a similar program at his 
school. Even the students that have 
yet to step on Roosevelt’s campus 
will have the privilege of enjoying 
these new facilities.

“Sports are important to me 
because they allow me to express 
who I am. Sports take me to an-
other place and they help me think 
better,” Wendy Rodriguez, Roos-
evelt student athlete, said. 

The partnership of Edmond 
North High School, Fields and 
Futures, and Roosevelt Middle 
School has proven to be a success-
ful combination, which will leave 
a long legacy of happy students.

Balto 2016:
Has a light been brought to Roosevelt?

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA GRIGSBY

PHOTO BY SAMANTHA GRIGSBY
ONE LAST KICK: Roosevelt Middle School students Mercedes 
Torres, Wendy Rodriguez and Stephanie Macias play a game 
of soccer only hours before the ground breaking for their new 
athletic field.

DECA:Getting down to business in and out of state
By ASHRAF MOHAMAD

North Staff Writer

On Feb. 9 and 10, North’s 
DECA program took 21 stu-
dents to compete in the DECA 
State Career Development Con-
ference, more than doubling the 
amount of students participating 
last year.

The competing students were 
hand-picked by DECA teacher 
Barbara Inselman based off their 
in-class performance throughout 
the year. 

“Especially during BALTO 
week, it is a big time commit-
ment to take two days out to go 
to Tulsa,” Inselmen said.

The first DECA State Career 
Conference took place in 1943. 

This year, it was staged at the 
Marriott Hotel in Tulsa. There 
the competitors can compete in 
either written or role-playing 
events, which are scored by judg-
es based on content, concepts and 
vocabulary.

“[Competing at state] was a 
great experience,” senior Amber 
Pentz said. “It was the perfect 
learning opportunity for mo-
ments when you need to think 
on your feet, like I did during a 
roleplay.”

Of the 21 competitors, 17 stu-
dents managed to place in the 
top eight spots, seven of whom 
placed in the top three. Among 
these medalists was senior Na-
than Denny, who plans to con-
tinue his success at the DECA In-

ternational Career Development 
Conference in Nashville (ICDC).

“It is a fun, cool opportunity 
to internationally show the tal-
ents that I bring,” Denny said

Although Inselmen is confi-
dent in her student’s abilities, she 
does express some apprehension 
regarding the level of competi-
tion at the ICDC.

“Of course we would like to 
win at internationals, but since 
it is the Olympics of DECA, the 
competition is tough and much 
more intense than at the state 
level,” Inselmen said.

In addition to chaperoning 
her student, Inselmen will act as 
Assistant Event Director for the 
event Oklahoma’s branch is in 
charge of running at ICDC.

PHOTO PROVIDED

A DONE DEAL: DECA celebrates a succesful per-
formance at state.
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Serving overseas as a student: A Husky’s helping hands

TOUCHING  HEARTS 
WITH HER ART: Pictured 
is a door painted by Young, 
which she was very proud 
of and called her favorite. 

PHOTO BY MADI YOUNG

By ZOE TRAVERS
North Online Editor 

Edmond North senior Madi 
Young recently served three weeks 
in Cambodia with the Touch a Life 
Foundation, painting art centers 
for victims of sexual abuse. 

Accompanying Young were 
her mother, a small team of de-
signers and entrepreneurs and two 
non-profit founders. 

This was Young’s first time in 
an Asian country, but she had done 
enough research over Cambodia’s 
culture and history to know she 
was excited about serving there. 

“I was fascinated by the cul-
ture,” Young said, “so I jumped at 
the chance to see it firsthand.”

What motivated Young to ven-
ture overseas was not only her love 
for travel, but her love for char-
ity. She had worked with Touch a 
Life once before, in 2012, where 
her group finished an art center in 
Ghana, West Africa. She found 
that she was very fond of the work 
they do and was grateful to work 
with the charity again. 

Touch a Life specializes in 
housing, caring for and educating 
children who have been victims of 
sex trafficking.

For this particular trip to Cam-
bodia, Touch a Life worked close-
ly with Art Feeds, which is another 
non-profit organization that pro-
vides curriculum for art therapy. 
They also partnered with Rapha 
House, which offers refuge and 

counseling for girls rescued from 
the sex trade. 

“It was an incredible blessing 
to get to speak with the women 
and men who’d either overcome 
horrific abuse, or were dedicating 
their lives to help others heal from 
it,” Young said. 

The goal of this mission was to 
finish art centers in two locations 
in Cambodia. Young used her ar-
tistic talent to paint, assemble fur-
niture, and organize art supplies. 

In the Siem Riep Art Center, 
Young and her team painted many 
doors, which were then attached to 
the outside of the building. These 
doors were called the “doors of 
hope.”  

“We wanted to leave [the girls] 
with a place where they could find 
beauty in their lives and them-
selves,” Young said.

Young said that she and her 
group were primarily there to help 
the girls by providing a safe space 
for them to express themselves 
and grow. 

“Creativity isn’t something 
that’s been encouraged in their 
lives,” Young said, “and I really 
believe that it’s a crucial part of 
healing.”

GOLDEN GIRLS:  Written on the girls’ arms is “You’re 
worth gold.” Young commented that, for security rea-
sons, she could not take photgraphs of the girls faces. 

PHOTO BY MADI YOUNG

“We wanted to leave 
[the girls] with a place 
where they could find 
beauty in their lives 
and themselves.”

- Said Madi Young
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 On March 22, radical Islamic terrorists at-
tacked Brussels, Belgium, bombing the Brus-
sels International Airport and the Maalbeck 
metro station, killing 32 people and injuring 
more than 130. A group of high school stu-
dents, myself included, were in Brussels for 
Spring Break; leaving less than 48 hours before 
the attacks, we rode through that metro stop and 
flew through that airport, where we stood in the 
exact same terminal that was blown up in the 
attacks. We had a firsthand perspective on the 
events that transpired less than two days after 
we left. 
 Take it from our group: terrorism is scarier 
when it is a constant reality. Less than a week 
after the attacks, law enforcement arrested 
seven people suspected of partaking in terror-
ist activities. A few of these arrests were in the 
very same part of town that we stayed in. That 
thought alone is frightening; the reality of pos-
sibly being in close proximity to terrorists is 
even more unnerving. 
 It’s one thing to live far away from what 
is going on in Europe. It insulates Americans 
from the harsh reality that terrorism can and 
does change people’s lives every single day. 
Occasionally, Americans come to face that 
reality when a terrorist attack happens here at 
home.
 Over in Europe, the threat of an attack ex-
ists every single day. That causes people to be a 
little more on edge and aware of their surround-
ings. When we walked outside, that threat was 
in the back of our minds no matter where we 
were. That awareness of what could happen is 

not a pleasant feeling by any definition. 
 All of that said, it is important to em-
phasize that Europe is a safe place the ma-
jority of the time. While it may not seem like 

it in the eyes of the American media, Europe 
gains a better handle on terrorism with each and 
every single attack. We felt safe when we were 
over there 99 percent of the time. While it is 
true that the threat remains, Belgium, and all of 
Europe for that matter, does a great job of stop-
ping terrorism plots and protecting its citizens. 
 The reality of terrorism does not need to be-
come a constant in America. Right now, we are 
in the midst of an election cycle that will deter-
mine the trajectory of our nation for the next 
four years.
 Regardless of partisan ideology, Americans 
should place a high emphasis on proactively ad-
dressing the burgeoning problem of terrorism, 
both at home and abroad. For those that haven’t 
experienced firsthand what terrorism feels like, 
and don’t feel that terrorism isn’t as major a 
problem as other hot-button issues, it can be as-
sured them that it is, and it will worsen if we 
don’t do something. 
 As students, our awareness of world issues 
must increase. If we aren’t aware of what is 
happening around the world, we will be, as fu-
ture leaders, stuck dealing with a problem that 
we didn’t have on our radar. While we can, 
America must do something to deal with the 
world-sized problem of terrorism. This is not 
from a political point of view, but rather from 
the perspective of a person who witnessed 
firsthand the trepidation that terrorism brings. 
America should not be a place of constant fear, 
so please be mindful of voting for someone 
who will fight terrorism, not feed the hysteria.

 
 
 
 Starting in the 2016-2017 ace-
demic year, Edmond Public Schools 
will be following through with their 
plan to redraw district lines (see map 
on p4). This action will transition 
some students to a different school 
than they orginially planned to at-
tend.
 Ultimately, the lines were drawn 
to benefit the district as a whole. 
District officials have also worked to 
take into account all of the concerns 
being voiced by Edmond citizens. 
However, there is no perfect solution 
that can appease everyone. Edmond 
students will benefit in the long run 
with these changes.
 High school students will be al-
lowed to graduate from their cur-
rent school, provided that they have 
their own transpotation. Also, cur-
rent fourth graders and seventh grad-
ers will be allowed to finish up their 
schooling in their current position. 
This fact alone demonstrates the dis-
trict’s concern for the students.
 Though the multiple concerns by 
parents are legitimate, it seems that 
many have lost focus on what is true-
ly needed for the district through this 
plan.
 The largest improvement being 
made to the district will be alliviat-
ing over crowding in many of the 
schools as well as populating the new 

Heartland Middle School. 
Currently, Edmond North 
High School is approxi-

mately 400 students over capacity, 
with Edmond Santa Fe quickly ap-
proaching our ceiling as well. With 
more houseing being built in the 
northern and western parts of the dis-
trict, the numbers will only continue 
to climb. The movement of excess 
students with this new plan will al-
low for the reduction of class sizes 
and thus increase the quantity and 
quality  of one-on-one time each stu-
dent recieves.
 Finally, Edmond is historically 
known for it’s high standards in edu-
cation, making it a very attractive 
place to move. Incomers move to Ed-
mond  for the quality of the education 
system, not for any specific school. 
All of the teachers are skilled at their 
trade, each working to pour them-
selves into every lesson. Students 
will be recieving the same quality of 
education no matter what school they 
attend.
 The only way that our [students] 
education can continue to improve 
and for us to grow is the implementa-
tion of this new map. Students will 
be fine, we will grow acustomed to 
the new schools and the new situa-
tions.
 Thank you administration for sup-
porting us and recognizing our needs 
as students. Thank you for your dil-
ligence in looking out for our futures. 
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Opinion
Public display of affection is no longer a private matter

Santa Fe Staff Writer
RaquelColeman 

 Drugs are a major social prob-
lem at school and the punishments 
that have been placed on the stu-
dents who are caught using them 
are simply not strict enough to cut 
down on the drug usage.
 The drug tests that are con-
ducted on students should be used 
more in order to discover those 
who are using drugs on school 

grounds. 
 Catching students who are 
abusing drugs may just save their 
high school career--not to men-
tion their future lives.
 Santa Fe administration han-
dles searches that will have police 
dogs detect any substances in cars 
or in students’ lockers, when there 
is a suspected violation.
 Those who are caught with 
drugs will receive harsh punish-
ment with at least six weeks of 
out-of-school suspension. But 
does six weeks of  out-of-school-
suspension help a teenager who is 
addicted to drugs? It actually pro-
vides the student with more time 
where they can continue to abuse 
a substance at home. 
 The school also requires the 
student to meet with a counselor 
to work through their problems 
with drugs, or personal men-
tal problems that caused them 

to turn to drugs as a resolution. 
Addressing the problem for ad-
diction would be much more ef-
fective for the student rather than 
just punishing them for being ad-
dicted. If students, who have been 
caught, wish to reduce their time 
they have to visit a counselor af-
ter they attend a drug and alcohol 
rehabilitation facility, where the 
student has to pay for the program 
himself or herself. The counselors 
also recommend a process for the 
student to go through but they are 
not required complete. 
 Schools should focus more on 
addressing the issue and helping 
students discover the root of the 
problem rather than just the pun-
ishment. They only show a conse-
quence, not on how to help them 
find the path away from addiction 
and abuse.
 If the student is rebellious, 
refuses to talk to a counselor, or 

continues the behavior then the 
punishment should be the stu-
dent’s removal from school to 
make sure other students are not 
distracted by the violator. The 
concept of “three strikes and your 
out” is too many chance.
 Drugs are a serious prob-
lem in high schools to this day.  
Though the school itself is trying 
to enforce a no drug policy, their 
punishments are not reaching the 
students who are struggling with 
the addiction of drugs on their first 
offense. If the drug issue continu-
ously happens with one student 
then there is immediate expul-
sion.  
 Helping students with their 
drug addiction shows the students 
that there is an easier and brighter 
path that can lead them success 
rather than heading down a dan-
gerous, road that could lead to 
harsh consequences.

Drugs: is a temporary high worth someone’s life?

Santa Fe Staff Writer
CorrieWarmoth

DRUG EFFECT GRAPH:
The graph above shows statis-
tics of how drugs can harm the 
body including stimulants, sed-
atives, tranquilizers and pain 
relievers. If schools can help 
students after the first offense, 
then perhaps these numbers 
can decline.
source: www.addictioncenter.com

 Public display of affection 
(PDA) is the open view of physical 
intimacy between two people that 
most students encounter daily in 
schools. The skin on skin, tongue 
on tongue-spit swapping show 
has been a reoccurring sight in the 
halls of schools. This occurrence 
is an issue because it should not be 
a popular façade in an educational 
setting; it makes many other stu-
dents uncomfortable and it simply 
disobeys school policy.
 Any day of the week, one could 
walk down the halls and witness 
an encounter of PDA between stu-
dents in a matter of seconds. This 
is a continuing issue that needs to 
be addressed. As much as teachers 
try to prevent the constant groping 
in the hallways, it never seems to 
be successful. 
 Have our teachers ceased fire 
towards our hormone-enraged stu-
dent group because of its never-
ending occurrences? PDA has a 

time and a place and a high school 
hallway is not the correct social 
setting for it.
 Education in today’s society 
should be seen as a privilege and 
not as an opportunity for two kids 
to overly enjoy each other’s physi-
cal company in the hallway. A part 
of being a teacher is to help moti-
vate students to be focused within 
an educational situation. 
 So when the common ground 
of schools is filled with many stu-
dents fondling each other, it is dif-
ficult for teachers to advocate for 
educational focus.
 Along with teachers advocating 
for a successful learning environ-
ment, they also have to activate 
administrative power to keep the 
scene appropriate. 
 Often, students involved in 
PDA consider it a personal attack 
on them or the “relationship” if an 
instructor intervenes, but in reality 
teachers are trying to keep school 

a focused environment.
 Also, an impending problem 
with PDA is its affect on other stu-
dents. One would think that PDA 
does not affect anyone but the two 
people involved. Since it is ‘pub-
lic’ it affects the public and makes 
some students uncomfortable. Not 
everyone wants to go to school and 
view a make-out session and it can 
be disrespectful of other students 
in the sense that it is imposing on 
his or her comfort levels. Besides 
being uncomfortable, it can be ma-
jorly distracting; which leads to re-
direction in student’s educational 
focus. 
 However, not everyone is of-
fended by something more than 
hugging and handholding in a 
school environment and may not 
even pay attention to it. Everyone 
is their own snowflake and com-
pletely individual in the sense of 
how far his or her moral levels 
extend. People’s morality comfort 

levels vary because of how every 
single person lives a different life 
in different settings. So whatever 
you are comfortable with, you 
are comfortable with and there is 
nothing wrong with that.
 Another problem with PDA is 
that it contradicts with what is in 
the Edmond Public School’s hand-
book. PDA is filed directly under 
the discipline code of immorality. 
As a protest to our school policy, 
there should be less of it and more 
punishments for violators. The 
student handbook was created for 
the purpose of insuring a quality 
education for all students, viola-
tions to the rules only hurts our 
learning environment.
 Overall, public display of af-
fection is a form of disrespect and 
it needs to have more attention 
drawn in order to reach a solution. 
PDA will continue to be an issue 
due to the people who care about 
what is happening in the halls of 

our schools and also because of 
the ones who don’t. If a simple 
scold from teachers isn’t enough 
to put a stop to anything exceeding 
appropriateness (handholding and 
hugging), then our school needs 
to apply a harsher punishment that 
makes a difference in the eyes of 
violators.

PHOTO PROVIDED
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Feature
Winter Guard season comes to a close

By SAVANNAH SAVAGE
Memorial Online Editor

The new year marks the start of 
a new season for Memorial spon-
sored Winter Guard. Winter Guard 
is an indoor color guard sport de-
rived from miltary ceremonies or 
veterans’ organization ceremonies. 

Winter Guard consists of team 
members from both Memorial and 
Santa Fe, but is sponsored mostly 
by Memorial. The combination of 
the two groups allows students to 
branch out and learn team-building 
skills with competing schools. 

The team has been preparing 
for this season since the beginning 
of November starting with tryouts 
that transitioned into practicing 
routines for future competitions. 

The team practices five to eight 

hours per week, continuing the 
season from January to March, and 
has several all-day Saturday re-
hearsals during the season.

“I think it’s really fun having 
students from both schools on the 
guard,” Memorial junior Rachel 
Peters said.  “I have made a ton of 
friends and it’s been a great way 
to bond with them and create good 
sportsmanship between groups.”

The equipment used in Winter 
Guard also includes sabers and ri-
fles in addition to flags that are also 
seen in Color Guard performances. 

Unlike Color Guard, however, 
Winter Guard is able to perform in 
individual competitions centered 
on the guard’s talent separate from 
the band.

“I love Winter Guard because it 
is fun to do our own thing and be 

able to do trickier choreography,” 
Peters said. 

The competitions are judged 
and scored based on movement, 
equipment and general effect. 
This means the judges focus on 
how well the team executes their 
choreography and dances as well 
as judging the overall effect of 
the show, which lasts three to five 
minutes. 

Due to how closely performanc-
es are critiqued in a short amount 
of time, the team works hard to im-
prove their individual skills to push 
themselves towards success.

“The process to refine every-
one’s movement to match one 
another perfectly has taken a long 
time,” director Cindy Stapleton 
said. “I’ve been really impressed 
with the team’s dancing abilities so 

far this season, but there is always 
room to continue improving.”

This season, Winter Guard will 
be performing a routine that por-
trays a deeper message in order to 
engage the judges and audiences 
on a personal level and motivate 
team members. 

“In the past we’ve done shows 
that are really energetic; this year 
we are going for something more 
lyrical in hopes to attract judges 
and inspire the audience,”  Me-
morial senior Mary LaSaxon said. 
“This routine carries the message 
to keep going and never give up 
when facing difficult times where 
you may be struggling.”

As a team, their main goal is 
to accomplish their own personal 
goals and perform to their best 
ability without putting too much 

stress on winning first place in ev-
ery competition.

“We don’t strive for first. We 
want to accomplish performing at 
our best abilities. If we come in 
first place that’s great but if we fin-
ish last that’s okay too,” LaSaxon 
said. “Our goal is to make sure that 
no one leaves the season with any 
regrets about our personal perfor-
mances.”

The Memorial sponsored Win-
ter Guard will be competing in 
championships at Yukon High 
School on April 2. 

“Winter Guard is a chance 
to help students get involved in 
something that has been so near-
and-dear to my heart for the past 
eight years. It’s an experience like 
nothing else out there; it’s a fam-
ily,” Stapleton said. 

By JAIMIN PATEL
Memorial Staff Writer

The Edmond Memorial Library has adopted a creative 
new way to give students a break: MakerSpace is an oppor-
tunity for students to express themselves, and it has been ad-
opted in libraries across the nation. 

“It is a movement which provides students a place to cre-
ate and build,” library media coordinator Jennifer Babb said.

Introduced by Babb, MakerSpace is intended to develop a 
generation who learns to create, reuse and innovate. Babb’s 
hope is to offer students the opportunity to learn experiment 
& problem-solving techniques.

“We have created robots, learned how to sew and made 
reusable shopping bags,” senior Clara O’Connor said.

Along with providing tools to build, students are also giv-
en the opportunity to use a poster printer during after school 
sessions on Wednesdays, which are from 3:30-5:00; how-
ever, students are welcome to craft in their spare time before 
or during school.

The after school sessions have been spent creating magic 
blocks and reusable shopping bags. The goal of their magic 
blocks is to have a cube which can have a different image ev-
ery time it is turned. Students have spent the majority of their 
time creating it, but, just recently, they have begun making 
reusable shopping bags by sewing. The bag can be taken to 
stores and used in replacement for plastic bags.

Babb and Library Media Specialist Courtney Lemmons 
supply the tools and create the plans. Along with organizing 
the events, the librarians also search for experts who can lead 
the workshops. 

Though they manage the planning aspect of the session, 
students’ suggestions are always taken. 

The librarians may manage a large part of MakerSpace, 
but the students are the major part of the movement, finding 
MakerSpace to be a relaxing use of time as it goes at their 
pace. 

Neither a club nor a class, it is based on what the students 
want to do rather than what teachers want. Additionally, 
MakerSpace gives students a new environment.

“I think that it is creative and the activities we do cause us 
to meet more people whom we haven’t met before,” senior 
Shelby Thomas said.

O’Connor created a small robot; in creating it, she learned 
circuitry and building skills and enjoys having access to lim-
itless skills.

“I had created a robot which was able to drive smoothly,” 
O’Connor said. “I learned a lot about the process of invent-
ing.”

MakerSpace is, progressively, becoming popular as more 
students learn about it. As it is still new, the majority of stu-
dents in the school do not know it exists. 

However, those who take the time to learn about it are 
able to learn skills which could help them in the future. 

PHOTO PROVIDED

MAKING LEGO CREATIONS: After school, 
members of the Makerspace work on creating 
lego designs. Students are encouraged to build 
whatever they can think of, and they are al-
lowed to use the legos whenever they have time 
throughout the school day.

MakerSpace: 
Memorial’s portal to inventing new technology
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Beyond the classroom walls: 
Feeling the Bern in Tulsa

 
By LAUREN BROWN
Memorial Staff Writer

On Feb. 24, Presidential Democratic candidate 
Bernie Sanders stopped by Tulsa, Okla. for an im-
promptu rally. I was one of thousands who had the 
privilege to see him and one of hundreds to meet 
and speak to the Vermont Senator privately. 

Late Monday night on Feb. 22 it was announced 
that Sanders would make a stop in Oklahoma and I, 
a democrat and Sanders supporter- was incredibly 
excited at just the prospect of even seeing the poli-
tician, much less fathom the idea of actually meet-
ing him. So imagine my surprise when I received 
an email the eve of the Senator’s visit, asking if 
I’d like a press pass. I eagerly replied back ‘yes’ 
and the next day I was off to Tulsa, armed with my 
enthusiasm and my camera. 

When I arrived at the Cox Business center I 
immediately went to press check in to receive the 
schedule for the evening. While waiting in line to 
go through security I met several reporters from 
the New York Times, Washington Post, NPR and 
Boston Globe; these powerful journalistic entities 
were standing with high school writers and photog-
raphers waiting to meet the same man. 

At 6 p.m. we were ushered into a press confer-
ence with the Senator. The 10 high school reporters 
were pushed to the back, behind all the more “im-
portant” reporters. When Sanders arrived it became 
difficult to see him and it became clear he wouldn’t 
be answering any of the high school reporters’ 
questions. 

Then, something truly beautiful happened: he 
stopped the press conference, asked all the major 

news outlets to sit down and asked for all the high 
school reporters to ask our questions. I could only 
ask one question and that was: ‘Would he stick to 
his policies if they were unpopular if elected or 
would he change them to make them easily pass-
able.’ He took his time answering my question and 
finally came up with an answer after 30 seconds of 
thinking about it. He told me he’d stick with his 
policies if he knew they worked because it’s not 
about the short-term effect, it’s about long term. 
Afterwards he met with us personally, with many 
reporters going in for a handshake, me being one 
of them. 

Later, after he took the stage at the rally, I went 
up onto platforms and took pictures of the presi-
dential hopeful. His passion and drive was apparent 
in his speech and his empathy for millennial frus-
trations was obvious. His words echoed throughout 
the Cox Business Center and the audience was to-
tally in tune with what he was saying, touching on 
the economy, education, social issues and climate 
change. 

“We will win because love trumps hate,” Sand-
ers said. His words resonated with everyone in 
that room that night and stuck with them on Super 
Tuesday when Sanders won the Oklahoma prima-
ry. That night I was among people who believed in 
change, people who believed in his passion. 

I support Senator Sanders because he believes 
that everyone should have a shot at the American 
dream, he empathizes with this generation’s current 
issues and he cannot be bought by corportations. I 
believe in his rhetoric and even if he doesn’t win 
the nomination he has instilled hope in millenials 
that their voices matter and that when we realize 
our voice we can make real change happen. 

PHOTO BY LAUREN BROWN

BERN BABY BERN:   
Vermont Senator 
Bernie Sanders ad-
dresses a crowd of 
over fifteen thousand 
at a campaign rally 
on Feb. 24 in Tulsa 
at the Cox Business 
Center. Sanders 
spoke about sev-
eral topics including 
income inequality, 
student loans, and 
climate change. He 
spoke directly about 
the recent earth-
quakes in Oklahoma 
and the possible 
link to fracking and 
pumping waste into 
the ground.  

Senior wins Scholarship
By GRACE DOUGLAS

Memorial Staff Writer

Memorial senior Raghavendra 
Pai was selected as one of Coca-
Cola’s annual scholarship recipi-
ents. Pai will receive $20,000 from 
the company to put towards col-
lege and educational needs.

Pai applied in the early fall 
2015 for the semi-finalist position, 
progressing through every round 
of selection. The selection process 
involves submitting a biographi-
cal questionnaire, an official tran-
script, essays and recommenda-
tions.  

The whole process is very dif-
ficult and selective. Out of the 
thousands that apply, only 150 are 
awarded the $20,000 scholarship. 
“After a rigorous process of be-
coming a semi-finalist and finalist, 
I received an email telling me that 
I had made it,” Pai said. “It was 
such a surreal feeling.”

Along with many others, Pai’s 
parents are thrilled about his ac-
complishment. 

“My dad shook my hand and 
told me that he was proud, which 
was pretty cool because my dad 
is truly my role model.” Pai said. 
“My mother gave me a big hug 
and made me some killer Indian 
food to celebrate.”

He has not decided where he 
wants to attend college yet but 
has applied and is waiting on re-
sponses. 

“I was rejected by Stanford 
Early Action admissions, so I did 
what any sane person would do, I 
unfollowed them on Twitter and 
didn't shed a single tear,” Pai said. 
“In all seriousness, I have no idea 
where I plan to go yet, so I'm just 
waiting and enjoying life!” 

He takes into account that this 
scholarship does give him more 
financial flexibility as Pai plans 
about the future of his education 
and career. Pai is very thankful for 
the experience with the Coca-Cola 
scholarship.

Pai has recently been accepted 
to Northwestern Univesity, Purdue 
University and the University of 
Oklahoma.

PHOTO BY LAUREN BROWN

RAGHAVENDRA MORE LIKE ROCK-HAVENDRA:  Pai 
practices his violin, one of his many extra-curricular activi-
ties. He also is secretary of the Young Democrats of Okla-
homa, president of National Honor Society, member of Stu-
dent Council, active in the Gay-Straight Alliance, advisor for 
Memorial’s Young Democrats and raised $400 for Swine 
Week by tutoring and Youth Governor of Oklahoma. 
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Double Wolf Dare Week: a week in photographs

PHOTOS BY HOLLI BENTON



By JULIA REESE
Santa Fe Editor-In-Chief

The most anticipated week of the year for many Santa Fe 
students is Double Wolf Dare Week (DWDW). This year, 
the beneficiary was The Care Center of Oklahoma; their 
mission statement, “We help children find courage, sum-
mon bravery and tell their stories.”

Santa Fe’s monetary goal was $150,000. However, the 
more impactful goal was to change the statistic of child 
abuse in Oklahoma, which currently stands the third highest 
in the nation.

This year’s theme, corresponding with the mission of The 
Care Center, was superheroes and the hallways matched this 
theme.

Along with the hallway decorations, each day was des-
ignated with a style of dress. In correspondence with the 
night’s black light dance, Monday was white out and the 
school was a sea of white shirts, leggings and face paint. 
Tuesday was denim day, Wednesday: superheros versus vil-
lains. Thursday’s theme came with options; favorite salad 
dressing day was a hit, students were dressed in many differ-
ent forms: Hawaiian (1000 Island), Cowboy dress (ranch), 
all blue (Blue Cheese), or Santa Fe gear (house). Friday, as 
is every year, was pajama day featuring the year’s DWDW 
sponsored t-shirt.

There are many ways money was raised, the most pop-
ular being Odd Squad, assemblies, and the long awaited 
lunch dares.

Odd Squad
The group consisted of students from each grade that 

volunteer to sell food that they’ve prepared-- the most popu-
lar being oreo balls and spicy pretzels. These students were 
required to put in at least five hours of decoration prepara-
tion at the school. This year, Odd Squad raised $22, 204.

                                    Assemblies 
Similar to each day having a theme, each day of the week 
had a designated assembly. Wristbands could be bought at 

the start of the week for $20 to gain entry to each assembly 
or students could pay a daily $5 fee.

The week began with the opening assembly, which fea-
tured black lights, free t-shirts and a message from the ben-
eficiary. Tuesday’s assembly was Mr. DWDW; boys from 
each grade were welcome to sign up to participate in a mock 
beauty pageant, complete with four categories: ABC (Any-
thing But Clothes), swim wear, formal wear, and a talent 
portion including only the final four contestants.

Every year, Wednesday is devoted to the Teacher Tal-
ent Show, where staff members go on stage and perform 
various acts, willingly making a fool of themselves along 
the way; this show carries an independent ticket fee of $5, 
students were allowed to attend one or both of the shows 
(third and fifth hours).

The excitement only amplifies on Thursdays with a joint 
assembly, hosting Boy Bands and Date Auctions. At the 
start of the each graduating class’s freshman year, auditions 
are held for that class’ ‘Boy Band.’

This group of five guys remains constant for 
all four years of the class’ high school career and 
their routine was choreographed, to a combination 
of songs, by that grade’s pom and cheer members. 
The second half of Thursday’s assembly was the 
annual Date Auction; anyone that wishes was wel-
come to sign up to be “auctioned” off. The Date 
Auction raised $21,000 this year.

The final assembly went through the entirety of 
sixth hour and was the peak of excitement for the 
week. This assembly was filled with final dares, 
from spray tanning junior English teacher Ashley 
Harris to covering senior Will Glass in peanut but-
ter. During this time, StuCo members, collecting 
any last minute donations or spare change, pass ed 
buckets through the crowd. With a final word from 
the beneficiary and a reveal of the total, DWDW 
was resolved and the excitement followed the 
crowds as they flowed from the gymnasium. 

Lunch Dares
One of the most important and most enjoyed parts of 

DWDW were the lunch dares. When the bell sounds for 
lunch, students pack into the cafeteria, buzzing with excite-
ment to see what ridiculous dares would be performed. The 
thirty minutes a day spent in the cafeteria during the week 
were some of the most exciting and profitable, with Friday 
raising the most money, totaling $2,085. 

Many of the dares were created in the moment but there 
are also some traditional dares including: Surprise Smooth-
ies (the drinker has no clue what foods the StuCo members 
have chosen to put in these drinks), haircuts, and silent ka-
raoke.

This year’s DWDW was one for the books. In total, 
$162,556 was raised, but more than that, lives were changed 
and Santa Fe became a safe place to speak out about abuse 
and come together to change the staggering statistic of abuse 
in the state of Oklahoma.
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DWDW: $162,556 changes the statistic in OK
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BOYBANDS: (Above) Seniors (left to right) Cole Stalcup, Colin Place, Ryan Sanderson, and 
Gabe Baldini, who make up the the senior boy band, perform during the Tuesdsay assembly. 
(Right) The sophomore boy band pulls tricks out of their sleeve every year, and this year was 
no different. They incorporate stunts similar to cheer, as they throw sophomore Josh Corona 
into the air. 
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Swine Week: 30 for 30 Edmond Memorial  raises $524,452:  
Changing hearts and making history

For the past 30 years individuals and organizations 
have been touched by the outspread generosity of the 
students of Edmond Memorial. As this time has gone 

by, EMHS has raised more than five million dollars for those in need of as-
sistance, extending the sense of family held at Memorial.

Swine Week is especially hard-hitting for those it affects directly; Memo-
rial’s own Saxon Vandagriff is one of those appreciative candidates. Rais-
ing money to support Vandagriff’s liver transplant, Memorial’s class of ‘87 
gave new life to a beyond grateful individual.

“I wouldn’t even be here if it wasn’t for Swine Week. I would not exist 
without this school,” Vandagriff said.

School spirit is often a hit-or-miss subject. No matter how many pep ral-
lies, “call to action” style scoldings or unifying achievements, some students 
are just not eager to be in the middle of everything. But Swine Week has 
proven  that whether or not a certain energy is felt at Memorial on a regular 
basis, we can reach out to the public and make an actual difference.

Despite differences in personal beliefs, backgrounds and social stand-
ings, the drive to make a noticeable impact is centered in the student body 
as well as in the faculty.

“We conquer the impossible year after year. There is so much pain, suf-
fering and need in this world and it is incredible to alleviate any of it,” Van-
dagriff said.

Angels Foster Care received Memorial’s Swine Week donation of 
$701,334 in 2015, the largest ever. The organization was chosen as the recip-
ient because it is a local non-profit that is focused on improving the safety 

and subjective well being of Oklahoma children by placing them in safe 
homes.

According to the company’s founder and executive director Jennifer Ab-
ney, Angels gained much more from Swine Week than just a check.

“Not only did it help us financially, but it also helped us get the word out 
about foster care,” Abney said. “We had an increase in foster 
families and volunteers that came to Angels last year, and 
I have no doubt in my mind that it was because of Swine 
Week.”

The main goal of Swine Week in 2015 was to raise enough 
money to build a daycare. Although this has not happened 
yet, it may soon be possible. The daycare has been delayed 
because they have been impacted by recent budget cuts 
from the state government. They have lost almost $400,000 
in funding this year.

“For now, we are attempting to partner with corporate 
businesses such as Chesapeake and American Fidelity that 
have big, beautiful daycares,” Abney said. “We are hoping 
that they may be willing to lend us two to three rooms and 
help our kids for the time being.”

Abney and many others involved with Angels were 
touched at how much Swine Week has affected them and 
the non-profit as a whole.

 “My favorite part was seeing how emotional it was for the foster families. 
It was truly amazing. I was totally blown away, speechless,” Abney said.

Swine Week has the unique quality to transform not 
only the lives of its recipients, but also the many people 
who are involved in raising the money. It has long-lasting 

effects on past StuCo (student council) members’ careers and lives. 
From Royalty, which helps raise money for Swine Week, to Swine Week 

chairs to StuCo, Swine Week has given students inspiration 
to go into a career that uses the same skills developed during 
their high school days. 

Many of the students who held leadership positions in past 
Swine Weeks have gone on to major in business/marketing 
related fields as well as leading out in organizations focusing 
on philanthropy at their colleges. Persuading possible donors, 
planning events and meeting deadlines also translates into the 
professional world, where those valuable experiences can be 
used in jobs in fields of business, human relations and admin-
istration. 

Swine Week isn’t just a highlight of high school. For many, 
it has long lasting effects on past StuCo members’ careers and 
lives. Starla Hesse was a StuCo Parliamentarian her junior 
and senior year and she was in charge of leading meetings and 
organizing members. Graduating in 1988, Hesse was able to 
lead the pack in creating the second and third Swine Week. 

“We sold t-shirts, raffles, held dances, and went out and asked businesses 
for donations for fundraisers,” Hesse said. 

In her senior year, when Memorial was much smaller, Memorial raised 

$3,000 for Ryan McCoy. Only juniors and seniors attended, but over the years 
Swine Week donations have increased as the school did. Although the scale 
has grown, past and present STUCO members have all learned the same val-
ues. 

“Even today I’m involved in the community with my job, and it was a great 
point of leadership,” Hesse said. 

Hesse works as a sales executive at Enterprise and National Car Rental. 
Her job has her creating appointments, selling products to individuals and 
building lasting relationships with customers. 

“Going out to different businesses, asking them to donate and advertising 
Swine Week has been a great experience for me,” Hesse said. 

Virtuallly every single year someone from Swine Week takes those experi-
ences and uses them in college and the real world. 

 “Currently, I am a junior at the University of Oklahoma majoring in mar-
keting. I gained a passion for those types of things from Swine Week,” 2013 
Swine Week treasurer Sara Hollis said. “I also help with philanthropy efforts 
at OU. The lessons I learned from Swine Week have helped me tremendously 
at OU.”

With the amount raised growing to colossal heights each and every year as 
outrageous events take place in the weeks leading up to Swine Week, it can 
become easy to forget why EMHS started this grand tradition 30 years ago. 

“I hope that the students can remember WHY we do Swine Week,” Hol-
lis said. “Every event, every dare is great and all, but that is not why we have 
Swine Week. Its ultimate purpose is to help others in need, and that is the 
essential fabric that encompasses what Swine Week is all about.” 

Recipients: Volunteers:
 Articles by Ben Hunt, Elliot Shofner, Leslie Franklin and Grace Douglas         Photos by Chris Patton



By ALYXANDRA HARP
North Staff Writer

 
Starting last year, the robot-

ics club was created at North 
to stimulate the minds of stu-
dents by providing a place to 
create moving machines and 
build leadership skills, while 
also building engineering and 
mechanical skills necessary for 
students who pursue potential 
future careers in software devel-
opment and industrial engineer-
ing.

Having 24 actively partici-
pating members, Physics teach-
er Ernie Sanchez sponsors the 
club and teaches students to use 
equipment that will be needed 
for making robots and adding to 
their engineering experience.

 “Mr. Sanchez taught me and 
the others how to use the impact 
drill, the drill press and the saw,” 
freshman Kelly Lewis said. “It’s 
a terrific place if you’re inter-
ested in engineering.”

After preparing since the start 
of the school year, the robotics 
club won 40th place out of the 
62 teams that participated in the 
contest in downtown Oklahoma 
City on Wed. March 23. 

Many student engineers are 
needed to make mechanical 
equipment and understand how 
robots work due to the increase 
of technology development.

“STEM [Science, Technolo-
gy, Engineering, and Mathemat-
ics] wise, we cover a lot of the 
main things that people would 
need for technical careers and 
engineering,” Sanchez said. “We 
also teach students to interact 
with other students ... everyone 
has their individual ideas, but 
they have to weigh the pros and 
cons against that because we can 
only build one robot.”

Some students find the robot-
ics club is a way to find friends 
who have the same interests as 
them.

 “I like that there is always 
something new to discover,” se-
nior Reid Smith said. “I made 
my best friends through Robot-
ics, and the immense joy and 
pride of a finished creation is 
the most amazing experience.”

Meetings are on Wednesdays 
and Thursdays after school from 
3:30 p.m. through 4:30 p.m. in 
room E-157. Prior knowledge of 
robotics is not needed, and any-
one can join.

Working with robots

 North’s new STEM class will stand and deliver to beautiful minds 

PHOTO BY ABBY FURST
IT’S ALIVE! IT’S ALIVE!: The robotics club members work 
to bring their own iron giant to life.

By MATT GILL
North Staff Writer  

Future North juniors and se-
niors have a new class to look for-
ward to next year, called Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and 
Mathematics (STEM)—the class 
is a combination of Trigonometry, 
Pre-calculus and Physics.

The class prepares students for 
STEM-related jobs in the work 
force.

“You must understand math 
concepts from pre-calculus in order 
to solve scenarios in physics,” said  
Brittany DeFelice, math teacher 
and one of the future instructors of 

the class. “Students will actually 
see why it is important to know 
trigonometry and how it is used in 
the real world.” 

The class will be divided into 
two groups, each doing two hour 
blocks of the same subject for an 
entire semester, then switching at 
end of the semester.  

Group one will have the math 
first semester and science the sec-
ond, and group two vice versa. The 
idea behind this is that while stu-
dents have fewer classes on their 
schedule, the classes they do have 
are studied more in-depth. 

“The longer you do it without 

interruption, the more it sticks,” 
academic counselor Alan Wishard 
said. “It’s more condensed. More 
refined. More essential.”

The course will be transcripted 
traditionally, with a unit of credit 
given to Trig/Pre-Calculus and a 
unit of credit to Physics. 

According to the course de-
scription, the course is designed to 
pit students against real problems 
and requires them to think criti-
cally about a problem in order to 
design a solution. 

“The curriculum is driven by 
discovery and exploratory learning 
and requires students to actively 

engage a situation in order to find 
a solution,” DeFelice said. “This 
class will force students to think 
outside of the box, which will help 
them critically analyze a problem 
in their future careers.”

Duncan Fugitt, a chemistry 
teacher, will be the other instruc-
tor. 

“This class has been discussed 
and developed throughout the 
course of the year but came to frui-
tion recently,” Fugitt said

According to the Alliance for 
Science & Technology Research in 
America (ASTRA), by 2018 there 
will be 81,000 high-paying STEM 

related job openings in the U.S.
ASTRA also did a survey of 

more than six million students in 
the MyCollegeOptions program, 
which is designed to help high 
school students search for col-
leges; they concluded that student 
interest in STEM-related careers 
has risen since 2007. 

This class is geared toward 
grooming students to solve real- 
world problems in order to acquire 
and maintain these careers and is 
an opportunity for interested stu-
dents to get a head start in finding a 
career in which they can enjoy and 
excel.

By ALYXANDRA HARP
North Staff Writer

Home to four engineering de-
grees, the University of Central 
Oklahoma (UCO) is providing 
secondary students an opportunity 
to attend engineering sessions 
during the month of June for their 
20th annual Summer Academy. 

Those who are entering eighth 
through tenth grade next year can 
participate in the sessions. 

Each session is five days long 
and lasts from 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 
p.m.

Only 15 students will be ac-
cepted into each session, so space 
is limited. 

In each session, students will 
be placed in five teams, working 
with a UCO student and investi-
gating the fields of engineering 
and physics. Teams will partici-
pate in competitions to show how 
leadership helped them collect 
and analyze their data.

To apply to the Summer Acad-
emy, fill out the application pro-
vided on the website below, in-
clude a teacher recommendation 
and a one-page essay explaining 
the reason why you desire to par-
ticipate in the engineering ses-
sions. No cost is required.

Applications will be reviewed 
starting on Fri, Apr. 1.

For registration and more in-
formation, go to http://www.engi-
neering.uco.edu/sumacad/ 

Session 1: Mon. June 6 - Fri. June 10
Session 2: Mon. June 13 - Fri. June 17
Session 3: Mon. June 20 - Fri. June 24

Engineering academy at UCO
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Youth and Government tying North students to politics

Fairy Godmother’s Closet:
North student aims to build girls’ confidences

By MARY BISHOP
North Co-Editor-in-Chief

Every repurposed dress in Car-
olina Collins’ guest bedroom har-
bors a story unique to only itself 
and the girl who rents it absolutely 
free of cost.  

Founded in 2013 by Collins, a 
junior at North, Fairy Godmoth-
er’s Closet (FGC) is a non-profit 
organization known around the 
country for their alterations of 
donated event dresses for girls in 
need.  

Collins established FGC with 

a single dress from a local resale 
store and inspiration from a simi-
lar organization in Arizona.  She 
started the organization with help 
from her mother and sister.

 “I saw this beautiful light blue 
dress in the window of HOPEfully 
Yours… and I immediately knew 
that was the dress I had to start 
with, so I bought it and here we 
are now,” Collins said.

Although she purchased the 
first dress herself, the majority of 
her inventory is donated.

FGC was recently featured in 
Celestial magazine, which brought 
national recognition.  Collins re-
ceives donations nationally now; 
the furthest was 13 dresses from 
Logan, Utah.

Because of her newfound fame, 
Collins expanded her organization 
and works with her former youth 
leader at church, Lacey Bagley.

Once Collins and Bagley re-
ceive the dresses, they begin 
brainstorming, sketching and fab-
ric shopping to reinvent.  Then, 
Bagley helps Collins cut and sew 
fabric, before finishing the final 

touches.  On average, one dress 
takes two weeks to complete.  

In all, FGC has reworked over 
30 dresses.

Although their brand has ex-
panded, FGC has maintained one 
sole goal: building the confidence 
of girls through the dresses.

Collins said the response to 
her program has been overwhelm-
ingly positive-- with one instance 
standing out among the rest.

“Years ago, a girl came to one 
of my dress fittings and I could tell 
she was self-conscious and un-
sure,” Collins said.  “But when she 
found the right dress, she said ‘this 
is the most confident I’ve ever felt 
in a dress.’  That was motivation.”

After the dresses are finished 
and ready to be borrowed, FGC 
comes up with a name and back-
story for each dress to help the 
girls focus more on the dress and 
less on any imperfections and in-
securities.

“After the dresses are done, 
I give each one a name because 
sometimes girls who come to me 
don’t have a lot of self-confidence 

in their sizes or limitations,” Col-
lins said. “I’d rather them think 
about the dress and story I write.”

Over the next few years, Col-
lins and Bagley hope to watch 
FGC continue to grow, especially 
when she goes to college.  Even-
tually, they want to increase busi-
ness nationwide and offer national 
shipping of dresses. 

“There are even more dances 
and events to attend [in college] 
that you would need a gown or 
dress for,” Bagley said.

No matter the size of the orga-
nization, Fairy Godmother’s Clos-
et will continue to work towards 
helping girls find their confidence. 

“Self-confidence comes from 
within and shines through in who 
you are,” Bagley said.  “I wish ev-
ery young woman knew the value 
they have by just being authentic 
to who they are.”

FGC is active on Instagram and 
Facebook-- both Fairy Godmoth-
er’s Closet.  If you are interested 
in borrowing an event dress, con-
tact Collins at carolinacollins@
me.com.

By NATALIE COFFEY
North Staff Writer

The Youth and Government 
Club can regularly be found tying 
popular public issues, bills and 
court cases to the Husky youth 
through student meetings, re-
search and state conferences.

The club is sponsored by histo-
ry teachers Elizabeth Rogers and 
Mary White. The meetings are led 
by Senior Youth and Government 
president Parker Beaver, senior 
Vice President Pablo Rasmussen, 
senior Head of Judicial Peter Far-
rell, and sophomore Social Media 
Officer Abby Olson. 

The Youth and Government 
Club meets after school every 
other Wednesday throughout the 
year, which leads to the state com-
petition at the state capitol each 
February. The conference is a cul-
mination of the youth delegates’ 

work throughout the school year, 
including written bills and court 
cases that they present. 

To prepare for the confer-
ence students divide into separate 
branches to formulate their com-
petition material.

Youth and Government has 
weekly meetings throughout the 
year, where students rehearse 
their bills to present in the legisla-
tive branch. 

“Our judicial witnesses re-
hearse their lines to present to 
the judicial branch,” said Rogers.  
“While our news media reports on 
what is going on with the other 
branches.”

Beaver credits his involvement  
to a simple coincidence. 

“After a friend encouraged me 
to attend a few meetings, I de-
cided that it was worth giving it 
a try,” Beaver said. “I fell in love 
with the club after attending my 

first state conference.”
Unity has become an important 

factor in setting the Youth and 
Government Club apart from the 
others at North.

“Youth and Government is 
unique because sharing ideas is 
the main focus of the club,” Bea-
ver said. “It creates a supportive 
environment for the club mem-
bers.” 

Through the club, members are 
introduced to new perspectives in 
more ways than one.

“The club has exposed me to 
political and nonpolitical opinions 
and views that I would never get 
to experience otherwise,” Olson 
said.

The organization has affected 
its members in more ways than 
one. 

“Youth and Government has 
made my high school experience 
truly amazing,” Farrell said.  “I 

have loved every conference, 
competition, hour and moment of 
Youth and Government.”

Rasmussen attributes Youth 
and Government to defining his 
character choices.

“The club has allowed me to 
speak more freely about the issues 
affecting our country, to want to 

make the world a better place and 
to define my career choices,” Ras-
mussen said. 

The Youth and Government 
Club has lead many Huskies to 
believe that the youth can find 
their place in the government not 
only through the school, but na-
tionally as well.

STATE CONFERENCE:  Husky Youth and Government 
participate in the annual state conference in February.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED

DESIGNING FOR A PURPOSE:  Carolina Collins, middle, 
among models wearing dresses she repurposed in an effort 
to build others’ confidences.
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EDMOND MEMORIAL HIGH SCHOOL

By REKA NAGYKALDI
Memorial Staff Writer

 From putting at practice to 
playing in tournaments, the 
Bulldog Boys’ golf team is 
paving the way for a strong 
season and success at state.

Standards have been set 
high this season, as last year 
the golf team placed fourth at 
the state tournament. 
 After 54 holes, they failed 
to win second place by only 
two strokes, which only in-
creases their desire for suc-
cess. Coaches work daily with 
individuals in order to expand 
their skills.

“I take smaller groups so 
that they will be able to work 
specifically on what they need 

help with,” head coach Scott 
MacDonald said.

Their first tournament on 
March 4-6 in Fort Worth, Tex-
as was an eye-opening oppor-
tunity for the players to recog-
nize their weaknesses so that 
they can improve upon them. 
Senior McCain Shellhardt, 
who will be pursuing D-1 golf 
at University of Kansas City, 
Miss., placed sixth.

“Once we realize the impor-
tance of practice, then we’ll 
start seeing better results,” 
Schellhardt said. “I think that 
this is the best shot in my four 
years for a state title because 
of the persistance we have.”

The team and coaches are 
certain that they will be suc-
cessful in upcoming tourna-

ments as well as state because 
of previous players’ experience 
and repeated drills. On varsi-
ty, three players have already 
been to a state tournament, 
giving them an advantage on 
what challenges to expect. 

“I think I can speak for ev-
eryone else on the team in that 
we are expecting nothing less 
than a state championship,” se-
nior Evan Johnson said. “We 
are really just playing against 
ourselves as we try to fulfill 
our maximum potential.”

The next tournament will 
be in Edmond at the Kicking-
bird Golf Course on April 5 at 
8 a.m. for the Bulldog Invita-
tional. The state tournament 
will be on May 9 at Karsten 
Creek Golf Club in Stillwater.

Making a Racket: tennis’ road to a successful season

A driving ambition:
Boys’ golf preparing to swing at state
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WHAT A SERVE:  Harrison Gieger practices for the upcoming Ponca City Tournament. 
After that match, the varsity team only has nine more events before competing at state.

PHOTO PROVIDED

POSITIONED FOR STATE:  Senior McCain Schellhardt 
preparing during practice for state and his future at UMKC.

By TAYLOR BERKHEIMER
Memorial Staff Writer

Boys’ tennis is gearing up for 
what they hope to be a success-
ful season this spring. The roster 
consists of nine seniors and many 
other talented younger players. 

Co-captains and seniors Scott 
Cameron and Chase Brill are con-
fident that their team’s amount 
of talent and dedication will be 
enough to take the Bulldogs to 
state this season. 

“Last year one of our top guys 
was injured, so if we can all stay 
healthy this season we should 
be able to go far and bring home 
some good wins,” Cameron said. 

With close to half the team 
composed of seniors, the road to 
state is wide open. The team fell 
short of taking state last season by 
only a couple of matches. 

“I think we will be able to go 
far this year because our team is 
stacked with so many seniors and 
other talented players,” Brill said. 

The players faced their tough-
est competitor, Jenks, on March 
5 and lost the match by only 3 
points.

“The biggest challenge this 
year will be for the guys not to put 
so much pressure on themselves, 
knowing they should win state,” 
coach Leslie Clothier said. “I hope 
we go out there ready to compete, 
but also have fun along the way.” 

 This year the team had the op-
portunity on March 18-19 to trav-
el to Chattanooga, Tenn. to com-
pete in the DecoTurf High School 
Nationals. This is an invitational 
High School tennis tournament 
that hosted 24 teams. The Bull-
dogs went into the tournament 
hopeful for success and managed 
to bring home second place out 
of those 24 teams. With this new 
accomplishment under their belts, 
the players have a newfound moti-
vation to play hard and take state.

“I’m excited to see how far our 
guys will make it and hopefully 
take state,” Cameron said.
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By AVERY BARKER
Memorial Staff Writer

Girls’ track and field is fueled by the thought 
of winning state, as they were runner-up last 
year in the state tournament. The team has built 
a strong foundation for their state run by winning 
their first two outdoor meets.

“We placed first overall in the first meet, but 
now we will practice even harder to keep plac-
ing at the top,” sophomore Jennifer Belardo said. 
“The practices will continue to focus on endur-
ance and technique so we can keep winning.”

Track runners practice every day on the track 
and in the weight room while the field athletes’ 
practices consist of lifting weights three to four 
times a week and throwing every day. 

“We work very hard in practice, because the 
way you practice is the way you perform in a 
race,” senior Emily Laflamme said.

The coaching staff, consisting of Tim 
Grantham, Rodney Burks, Hailee Herbert and 
Luke Orvis, works hard every day to train their 
athletes as individuals and as team members.

“We all have things that we need to individu-
ally work on and we all listen to Coach Orvis and 
Grantham because they know how to help us im-
prove,” sophomore Jaden Bassett said.

The team competed in three indoor meets dur-
ing February to learn about their opponents and 
what areas need to be improved.

“It is a lot of training in the preseason, but once 
the meets start, the practices change a little bit to 
adjust for competitions,” Orvis said.

They had their first outdoor meet March 5, 
hosted by Putnam City West, and placed first 
overall. Bishop McGuinness hosted the second 
meet, where Memorial placed first again. The 
team is running in the right direction toward a 
state title.

Girls’ Track and Field: on the right track for a state title

By ASJAE LEE
Memorial Staff Writer

The Lady Bulldogs have already 
established a playbook for their up-
coming games. 

One of the girls’ strengths to 
help them this season is the connec-
tion they have on and off the field.

The focus this year is communi-
cating with body language to help 
identify an individual’s position 
when playing on the field during 
practices and games. 

Senior leaders Annabeth Fouts, 
who has been playing soccer since 
she was five, and Laramie Hall, 
who has been playing soccer for  
Memorial for all four years, knows 
what it takes to win.

“We are a very talented team, 
but something that I think we have 
that others do not is great commu-
nication, and we truly have each 
others’ backs on and off the field,” 
Hall said.

Every soccer team is different, 
but what separates the Bulldogs 
from other schools is how they 
communicate and have trust in each 
other when playing the game. 

“Soccer is fun and we joke 
around a lot, but it’s important to 
know when it’s time to be serious 
and work hard,” Fouts said. “I think 
that’s our main goal that will drive 
us to success this season.”

There are many styles of playing 
soccer because each team has their 

own personal preference; tough, 
aggressive and creative are played 
worldwide. 

The team is mainly focusing 
on their communication skills and 
keeping possession of the ball.

“Speed of play and keeping pos-
session is something that we have 
really focused on this year and we 
are becoming better at it,” Hall said.

The soccer practices have be-
come more extreme as the season 
flies by, and the girls are excited to 
be playing in their tournaments. 

Head coach Randy Bouhslavicky 
has been working the girls harder 

than last year.
“Our practices are high in-

tensity, very competitive and the 
players have to be fully commit-
ted, but normally we advance far,” 
Bouslavicky said. “Last year we 
were beaten during quarter finals 
and the year before that we made 
it to state.” 

The girls achieved their first 
victory of the season on March 1 
against Deer Creek, winning 3-2.

The girls’ last game for the 
season will be on April 22 against 
Capitol Hill JV; the location and 
time is TBA.

Girls’ soccer: kicking to win 

PHOTO PROVIDED

FASTER!: The team running intervals down on the track. 
The team hasn’t lost a regular season meet since 2010.

PHOTO PROVIDED

PRACTICE MAKES PERFECT: Senior forward Laramie 
Hall works hard during soccer to improve her skills for the 
upcoming tournament.
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By KARA KARBS
North Managing Editor

North’s wrestling team sent 
four wrestlers to state this year: 
freshmen Blake Minnick and 
Kruz Simons, senior Cooper 

Coil and junior Paxton Rosen. 
Along with wrestling, Blake 

Minnick is on North’s baseball 
and football team, and he says 
wrestling helps him be more 
confident and builds mental and 
physical toughness. 

His coaches, Andrew Schnei-
der, Larry Tettleton and John 
Becker encouraged his wrestling 
career because it would make 
him better at football. Minnick 
hopes to be a state champion 
and have an undefeated season 
before the end of his high school 
career. Minnick says that this 
season his biggest motivator is 
lost teammate, Colton Schnei-
der. 

“Blake has an unbelievable 
toughness for being a    fresh-
man,” head coach Schneider 
said. “He has the ability to 
throw opponents to their back at 
any second of the match. He is 
very coachable and always will-
ing to learn more.”

Schneider claims that fresh-
men Kruz Simons has a wild 
style of wrestling that is fun to 
watch and results in many wins. 

Kruz is also on North’s baseball 
team.

“Kruz has a born-in tough-
ness along with amazing athletic 
ability,” Schneider said. “He is 
highly competitive and wrestles 
at a level much higher than most 
freshmen.”

Senior Cooper Coil began to 
wrestle when his friend’s dad 
convinced Cooper’s dad to have 
him wrestle. 

“[Coil] has great charac-
ter and outstanding leadership 
skills,” Schneider said. “He 
never gives up on his team or 
himself.”

This year he made state, and 
the word he used to describe 
the feeling is “unreal”. He, like 
Minnick, also is on North’s 
football and baseball teams and 
he says wrestling gives him an 
incredible work ethic as well 

as keeping him in good shape. 
His biggest motivator is North 
junior Justice Antwine because 
he makes him realize that he can 
always work harder.

“I want to be the best wrestler 
I can be and give all the glory to 
God because he gave me every-
thing,” Coil said.

Paxton Rosen began to wres-
tle due to his family having a 
“wrestling background”. He 
hopes to make it to college with 
his wrestling.

“Paxton is the definition of ‘a 
wrestler’; he has made it a life-
style, and his commitment and 
dedication to the sport is like no 
one I’ve ever coached before,” 
Schneider said.

This year, North came out on 
top with two State Champions: 
Paxton Rosen at 113 pounds and 
Kruz Simons at 132 pounds. 

Pinning for the win:  
Wrestling closes season with two state champs

PHOTO BY LINDSEY CROUCH

Baseball begins: batting, bases and bonding

PHOTO BY LINDSEY CROUCH

By LINDSEY CROUCH
North Staff Writer       

Batting to be the best, the Hus-
kies are working toward bringing 
home wins to add to their tro-
phy collection this season. While 
North’s baseball team is pumped 
for their upcoming season, they 
are practicing every day to be-
come a high ranked team in the 
state. 

Scrimmages started on Feb. 15 

against the Memorial Bulldogs, 
followed by the Santa Fe Wolves. 
The Huskies hit home runs against 
city rival Santa Fe to add success 
to their record. Players on the 
team are happy to work hard in 
scrimmages, saying it helps build 
confidence going into the season.

“The first scrimmage helped us 
work out the rust and find some 
tune in plays, ” junior right fielder 
Clayton Peterson said. 

Before the spring season be-
gan, the schedule for the Huskies 
was filled with dates for scrim-
mages, and games to be played.

“Scrimmages show how every 
one is functioning, and how we 
will perform as one,” said junior 
catcher Gage Williams. 

Scrimmages are only the start 
to the Husky schedule; March 5 
started the Varsity schedule. Com-
peting against Jenks, the Huskies 
put up a excellent game, but lost 
against the Trojans. Later on in 
the season during spring break, 
the Huskies traveled to Pensacola, 
to compete in tournaments. The 
Huskies pulled out a win against 
Chiles High School 7-2 gaining a 
victory out of state. 

To prepare to build up the 
teams ranking, they practice on 
the weekdays after school to gain 
more strength. As the North base-
ball team competes against vari-
ous lineups, they learn strategies 
to advance their skills. 

“The biggest advantage of hav-
ing practice every day is develop-
ing consistency in skills and pro-
viding opportunities for the player 
to repeat skills multiple times,” 
said coach Karl King. “It also 
provides coaches a chance to see 

players on a regular basis, which 
leads to better decision-making 
about players when it comes to 
game time decisions.”

As the coaches prepare the ath-
letes for all the competition against 
the Huskies, the players strategize 
to build better talents. Several 
players explained how North’s 
baseball boys stand out and have 
better advantages because of their 
good team bond, coaches, and 
communication throughout the 
team. The next game the Huskies 
will be competing in is against 
Edmond rival Memorial, April 1 
at home.  

TEAM SPIRIT: Bottom left: Junior Sam Rainwater pitches 
at a scrimmage. Bottom right: Senior Chandler Lipe at the 
home plate. Top: Team bonding after a game.
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WRESTLING FOR THE WIN: North freshman Blake Min-
nick wrestles at state.



Making a raquet on the court

By CHLOE GOLIGHTLY
North Staff Writer

By FAYTHE MILLER
North Staff Writer
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DASHING RANKS: Junior Brock Appiah is ranked 8th nationally in 200m 
dash, making a mark for the huskies.

PHOTO BY ABBY FURST

WORKING HARD:  Junior tennis 
player Abby Adams improves her 
forehand to prepare for upcoming 
tennis tournaments. 

Huskies lead the pack and take Texas track

“It is the body of work in 
wins and losses which will 
determine the lineup for Re-
gionals and State.”

-Dee Wallar said 

North Track members went the distance 
taking a trip to Arlington, TX on March 16 
for the prestigious Jesuit- Sheaner Relays 
and a combination of training, team build-
ing, and competition. Overall Edmond 
North placed 20th at the Jesuit-Sheaner 
meet out of 36 other 6A teams. The team 
also attended meets at Texas Christian Uni-
versity Invitational. 

This team experience was available for 
track runners who wanted to join. Many of 
the runners in attendance are the top run-
ners in the nation. In fact, Senior Jordan 
Prince is ranked 16th in the nation for the 
300m hurdles.  

He not only set a personal record, but 
also launched his way to holding a school 
record previously set by Mitchell Rolfes in 
2006 with a time of 38.15. 

“I have been running track for Coach 
Nash since I was eight years old,” said 
Prince. “Running track has shown me how 
much God-given ability I have, and the 
coaches helped me grow as an athlete.” 

While the Huskies left their den in Ed-
mond, they made their way to Arlington, 
TX and when they weren’t competing, they 
enjoyed time watching movies, shopping, 
and going to Six Flags. 

“The outcome of this meet was a great 
accomplishment considering that the two 
days prior we spent the whole day at Six 
Flags,” Senior Kelsey Castillo said.

The ability to spend time road-tripping 
helped the team prepare for the meets later 
in spring. It gave members time together 
and form deeper bonds. 

“Track has helped me meet new people 
and helped me experience being a part of a 
team. I hope to accomplish going to state 
this year, and this team overall has a good 
chance of placing at state,” Junior Ellen 
Mack said. 

The Huskies are confident in the season 
and believe there is a shot at impressing at 
state, and the team is looking forward to 
continuing on with the season. Varsity and 
Junior Varsity boys and girls will be pre-
paring for the meet up next at Oklahoma 
Baptist University on Tuesday, April 12.
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The 2016 tennis season is right 
around the corner and assistant ten-
nis coach Duncan Fugitt is ready to 
lead his team to victory. Although he 
is new this year, he encourages play-
ers and offers advice to his team to 
make State and bring home the trophy. 

Fugitt came to North at the begin-
ning of the 2015-16 school year and 
became the assistant girls’ tennis coach 
and pre-AP chemistry teacher. Other 
tennis coaches include Bryan Duroy 
(assistant boys’ coach), Brittany DeFe-
lice (assistant boys’/girls’ coach) and 
Dee Wallar (head boys’/girls’ coach).

Fugitt prepares for the upcoming ten-
nis season by talking to the student-ath-
letes each day about the work and effort 
necessary to be successful at a high level. 

“Success does not come by chance, 
and we are working daily with our 
kids to help them see that they can 
be successful if they choose that path 
each day on the court,” said Fugitt. 

State takes place on May 6 and 7 for 
girls and May 13 and 14 for boys. Fu-
gitt begins the season with the end in 

mind, wanting the final goals at the 
end of the season to motivate him 
and his team to work hard every day. 

“We have just begun our tennis sea-
son, and the next few weeks will be 
helpful in gauging our strengths and 
weaknesses,” Fugitt said. “Each tourna-
ment is an opportunity to improve, make 
necessary adjustments and work hard.”

Wallar’s goals for this year beside 
winning State and having the play-
ers put out their best effort each time 
they step on the  court to compete. 

“I have seen some improvement 
from most all the players who were on 
the team last year, and the new play-
ers who came in this fall have shown 
us some improvement in their hit-
ting and ball placement,” said Wallar. 

Each tournament that the play-
ers compete in helps the coaches de-
termine the best lineup for Regionals 
and State and what’s best for the team. 

“We will try different lineups and com-
bination of players at doubles trying to 
figure out what gives us the best chance at 
winning,” Wallar said. “It is the body of 
work in wins and losses which will deter-
mine the lineup for Regionals and State.” 

Freshman tennis player Avery Oliver 
said coach Fugitt is beneficial for the 
tennis team because he is always in a 
positive mood and he makes sure every 
team member is playing at his or her best.  

While working hard at North ten-
nis, Oliver also takes lessons outside of 
school to improve her game, work on 
forehands and backhands, and receive 
advice from multiple points-of-view. 

Through wins and losses, the tennis 
team will persevere and work hard to 
make State and Regionals with the best 
line up for the team. Starting at love, 
Husky tennis players are up for the chal-
lenge and will continue to rise in the 
face of difficulty to win points, games 
and sets and bring home the trophy.

HURDLING OVER RECORDS: 
Senior Jordan Prince broke Ed-
mond North’s record time of 39.15 
seconds previously set in 2006. 
Now, he is 16th in the nation and is 
continuing to break records. 
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Santa Fe track team competes in their first outdoor meet

By JACK TILLMAN
Santa Fe Staff Writer

 Santa Fe girls’ golf has 
seen a considerable amount 
of changes this season. 
	 The	team	has	benefitted	
from the leadership of new 
head coach Bryan Roybal. 
He has assisted in coaching 
boys’ golf at Santa Fe in 
the past and has many years 
of	golfing	experience.	
 The new coach came 
into the program as it 
nearly doubled in size; nor-
mally around 10 members 
in past years to 18 women 
participating in the pro-
gram. The team has mainly 
new members.
 “Coach Roybal has 
done a great job preparing 
our program for the big 
picture and preparing the 
new girls for their progress 
over time,” assistant coach 
Tammy Ober said.

 The team started this 
season by taking third at 
their	 first	 tournament	 on	
March 7 at the Greens 
Country Club. 
 However, this young 
group still has some room 
for growth with only two 
returning varsity players 
and no seniors on the team.
 “We are getting better 
as the season progresses,” 
Roybal said. “Our primary 
focus has been improving 
both individually and as a 
team.”
 Roybal has focused on 
the community of the team 
and provided leadership 
that many of the girls, in-
cluding junior Maddie Ly-
man, enjoy, 
 Lyman is the team’s 
“one bag,” the person with 
the lowest (best) qualifying 
score during the off-season, 
providing leadership to her 
younger teammates.

 “This season we have 
been more bonded and 
stronger as team,” Lyman 
said. “I love all of the girls; 
my best friends play on the 
team with me.”
 Roybal is proud to see 
the	 girls	 exercising	 their	
unity and helping out the 
community. 
 This past semester the 
team	sent	 four	 large	boxes	
of much needed items to 
deployed troops with an or-
ganization called Operation 
Shoebox.	
 Santa Fe will be hosting 
the conference tournament 
on April 12 at the Greens 
Country Club. 
 This young team has 
been making strides both 
on and off the course and 
hopes to qualify for the 
state tournament at Region-
als on April 26 at Early-
wine Golf Course in Okla-
homa City.

HURDLING OVER THE COMPETITION: Santa Fe juniors Trey 
Cole (left) and Davion Bowler (right) compete in the hurdles event 
at the track meet at Norman North High School on March 25.
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Girls’ golf team receives a new head coach 

PHOTO PROVIDED
THE FINAL STROKES: Santa Fe varsity golf team member junior Mad-
die Lyman and a fellow competitor compete in a tournament held at South 
Lakes Golf Course in Jenks on March 24. Lyman prepares to put one of 
her last strokes on the course, so that she can move onto the next hole 
of the game. 

By MADDIE BUNN
Santa Fe Staff Writer

 The Santa Fe track team at-
tended	 their	 first	 outdoor	meet	
on Thurs. March 10 at Jenks 
High School in Tulsa. 
 The competitors had the 
chance to prepare for their 
events for regional and state 
competitions since January.  
 Santa Fe athletes had the op-
portunity to compete in many 
of the events going on at the 
meet. 
 Some of those include 100, 
200 and 300-meter dashes, 
400, 800, 1,600 and 3,200-me-
ter runs and multiple relay and 
hurdle events. 
 Santa Fe athletes showed 
that	they	are	fierce	competitors	
at this meet by winning many 
events. 
 Junior Victoria Walter 
placed second in the girls’ 

500-meter hurdles, junior Da-
vion Bowler placed third in 
the boys 110-meter hurdles, 
sophomore Cole Van Vuren 
placed second in boys discus 
throw and the members of the 
200-meter	relay	team	won	first.
 “My favorite moment from 
the meet was seeing [junior] 
Kyle Jones win his heat and 
placing ninth overall because it 
really helped set the mood that 
Santa Fe was there to compete 
and win,” junior Trey Cole 
said. 
 At this meet there was a 
“shooters relay” for the team 
members from various schools 
who compete in the shot put 
and discus events. 
	 This	 relay	 is	 not	 a	 certified	
competition. It is mainly a way 
to entertain the athletes while 
they wait to run in their event.   
 In this relay they competed 
for the chance to win a tasty 

treat, not a medal. 
 The relay was a way to meet 
other competitors and for ath-
letes to cheer on their home 
school.
 “As soon as the gun went 
off everyone starting cheer-
ing and screaming for their 
home school,” sophomore Lina 
Xu said. “They wanted those 
brownies so bad, and they 
wouldn’t stop until they got 
them.” 
 Track not only encourages 
athletes to push themselves to 
their physical limits, but it can 
help create friendships through 
the power of competition. 
 “Going to track meets helps 
me become closer with my 
friends, and gives me a way to 
show my true passion through 
competition,” sophomore Cam-
eron Large said. 
	 The	 next	 meet	 occurs	 on	
Tues. April 5 at Edmond North.
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FOOTBALL UPDATE:  This is the progress made on the Santa Fe football 
stadium thus far. There is still construction left to complete but should be 
ready for use by the next school year. 

By GIONNA DAVIS
Santa Fe Staff Writer 

     The Santa Fe baseball team is gear-
ing up for the beginning of their season. 
The team played ten scrimmages, which 
has given the coaches and players an 
idea of how the season will look. These 
games predict whether or not this will 
be a good season for Santa Fe baseball.
     The team has some returning play-
ers that are planning on making careers 
playing baseball. Senior Joshua Webb 
has already signed with University  of 
Oklahoma (OU). He has been playing 
baseball for seven years.
      “I have a passion for this sport. It is 
what I want to pursue, and this is gonna 
be my best season I can already tell,” 
Webb said. 
        Another player that has really been 
excelling is junior Cameron Hamm. He 
has only been playing baseball for three 
years but he recently has been showing 
a lot of skill and improvement, he is a 
hitter and he has one of the best batting 
averages on the team.     
       The boys prepare for the season by 

lifting, running and other training activ-
ities. For the last couple of months, the 
team has been creating training groups 
so that they can help each other to be 
ready for games. 
   “We have been getting with our 
friends and working out so that we can 
be in tip top shape for the first game,” 
junior Dominick Trevino said.  
     This is a new tradition that the play-
ers this year started. The team breaks off 
into small groups of five or six, and they 
practice before the season starts. This 
gives the team a chance to bond and 
train before they go play together.
  “We did pretty well at the scrimmages 
so I think that this is going to be a great 
season for us,” pitcher Cody Miller said.
    Each young man has worked hard. 
Third year head coach of the baseball 
team Ryan Phillips expects for this to be 
one of Santa Fe’s top baseball seasons.
   “Our boys work really hard and I know 
that our team can make this an amazing 
season,” Phillips said. 
     Most of the boys on team want to 
pursue a career in baseball. It is one of 
the most well paid professional sports.
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BATTER UP: The junior players Dominick Trevino and Cody Miller are 
preparing to step up to the plate at the first game of the season.

By GWEN TORRES
Santa Fe Staff Writer

     Throughout the entire school year, con-
struction has been taking place at  Santa Fe 
High School. The new football stadium  is 
starting to take it’s shape, many football 
fans are beginning to wonder when it will 
be done. 
     Although the skeleton of the beams is 
beginning to take shape, there is still con-
struction left. Concession stands, restrooms, 
stands, and ticket booths still need to be 
built until the stadium is ready.
     “The visitor side bleachers are done, as 
well as the exterior of the concession stands 
and restrooms on the visitors side are all 
finished, but there is still a lot to be done,” 
facilities manager David Billen said. 
     If everything goes as scheduled the sta-
dium should be completed by Aug. 1, 2016. 
Although weather could become an issue 
with the start of spring and with Oklaho-
ma’s climate tendencies during this time of 
the year. 

    “We have been very fortunate with weath-
er so far in regards to not slowing things 
down,” head football coach Kyle White 
said. “The coaches and football players are 
very excited to finally have their own sta-
dium and are ready for it to be finished.”
    The stadium should be ready to use in 
time for the football team to begin practic-
ing for the 2016 season. The stadium does 
not only benefit the football team, but it 
means a new track for the track team and 
field for the soccer team.
     It will be a huge upgrade for Santa Fe be-
cause renting the UCO stadium was becom-
ing such a large expense. Having a personal 
stadium will be practical because it will save 
the school money and it will become easier 
for students and the team alike to migrate to 
the new stadium for each game.
     The first game of the season will be 
against one of Santa Fe’s biggest rivals: Ed-
mond North. Being the only one of the Ed-
mond high schools to have their own foot-
ball field, Santa Fe has a lot to look forward 
to next season.

Wolves’ boys baseball team: hitting them out of the park 

Stadium rising up:
Updates on the new Santa Fe football stadium 
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Student Life

By BRIANNA BERT, SAM HOLLOWAY, and ZOE 
TRAVERS
North Staff

At Edmond North, clubs have several (sometimes contro-
versial) guidelines they have to follow in order to become com-
pletely school-sponsored.  

There are two levels of recognition that Edmond Schools pro-
vide for school clubs: school-recognized and school-sponsored. 
School-recognized clubs can be about any safe-for-school topic 
(examples including Equestrian Club and Bible Club), as long as 
they have a faculty member willing to sponsor them. Being spon-
sored by a faculty member is different from school sponsorship: 
a faculty sponsor is responsible for overseeing the club’s opera-
tion, while school sponsorship relates to the official privileges of 
the club. School-recognized clubs cannot advertise their club, be 
on school announcements or collect money for club activities, 
among other restrictions. These hindrances make it much harder 
for the clubs to get anyone to come to the meetings, and they re-
strict the scope of club activities since the clubs cannot officially 
collect money for shirts or activities. School-sponsored clubs do 
not face these issues.

“It’s hard to get the word out without being school-spon-
sored,” freshman Claire Owens said.

To achieve school sponsorship, a club must have ties to the 
curriculum of Edmond Public Schools in some way. Sponsor-
ship decisions are ultimately up to the school-level administra-
tion, subject to the guidance and rules of the school board.

“Only academic clubs will receive ‘full school sponsorship,’” 
principal Jason Pittenger said. “Other clubs will have equal ac-
cess to facilities to comply with law.”

Clubs such as Teens Against Bullying, Huskies for Equality, 
Gay-Straight Alliance (GSA), and Multicultural Club have all 
suffered setbacks in gaining school sponsorship.   

MULTICULTURAL CLUB
Clubs including Multicultural Club had their sponsorships 

revoked this year because curriculum relatedness to a class cur-
riculum was reportedly not clear in the eyes of administration.  

“I was informed that since we do not have a class which fo-
cuses on the same thing the club focuses on, we could not have 
school sponsorship,” club sponsor teacher Jasmine Toliver 
said. “Our hands are tied because although I am a sponsor, a 
class which specifically focuses on culture would have to come 
straight from the district.”

Now, however, Multicultural Club is fighting to restore their 
sponsorship.Without sponsorship, raising awareness of their 
meetings and activities is much more difficult.

“I joined because the idea of a club that celebrated my unique-
ness rather than isolating it thrilled me, and our ongoing efforts 
to promote school-wide harmony give me so much satisfaction,” 
junior Dev Awasthi said.

HUSKIES FOR EQUALITY
Members of another new club for this year, Huskies for Equal-

ity (sponsored by AP social studies teacher Lacey Goodger), 
contend that they have already adequately proven their status as 
curriculum-related. 

“We received unequal treatment even though we held the 

same official status as any other school-recognized club,” co-
president senior Supriya Kohli said.

Huskies for Equality still remains in a state of limbo, how-
ever, even after they submitted a substantial document to school 
administration with examples of themes of equality in Edmond 
curriculum. 

“I became sponsor because a lot of students I really admire 
wanted to form the club, so I couldn’t say no,” Goodger said. 
“I am learning from them, and it’s a whole different perspective 
than I have been exposed to.”

However, without the security of a school sponsorship, the 
work this year to start the club may be at risk in future years if its 
publicity and activities remain limited by a lack of sponsorship.

GAY-STRAIGHT ALLIANCE
Four years ago, former Edmond North student Maryam 

Amighi founded the Edmond North Gay/Straight Alliance. Her 
goal for the club was to provide a safe and supportive space for 
LGBT students. The club ultimately found a sponsor in English 
teacher Jackie Rasnic.

Despite her support, however, the club has no way to let peo-
ple know they exist other than word-of-mouth. Their meetings 
are announced through Remind texts, but being able to use the 

announcements as well would help them increase their member-
ship and continue to promote inclusiveness at North.

Amighi and her supporters argued that, in the wake of two 
suicides at North, students were in need of a support group.

For four years, student officers have been fighting for their 
right to freedom of speech, press, assembly and petition, but 
GSA still cannot announce their meetings over the intercom. 

There have been significant improvements though, and mem-
bers of GSA can now print t-shirts and include their group pic-
ture in the yearbook. However, student officers say it’s still not 
enough.

TEENS AGAINST BULLYING
Teens Against Bullying, sponsored by North’s media special-

ist Alison Sterba, is another club that remains merely “school- 
recognized.”

“Teens Against Bullying should be considered school-spon-
sored because we want to do everything in our power to help 
our classmates deal with these issues, and it would be nice if 
the school would help us out more than they already do,” club 
president senior Hannah Berndt said.

However, since there is technically no associated class, the 
club faces difficulty in upgrading its status despite improving 
school climate.Without a school sponsorship, many North stu-
dents may not know about the safe and welcoming environment 
they can enjoy and promote by becoming a member of Teens 
against Bullying.

“Many people need and are not aware of Teens Against 
Bullying serving as an outlet for all struggles in life,” freshman 
Claire Owens said. “This is a club that I feel is a necessity to this 
school.”

All of these clubs have a noble goal: focus on the inclusion of 
all people while harboring a safe environment. 

However, unequal treatment of some school-recognized 
clubs over others sets a problematic precedent. Take the case 
of Hockey Club, which wrote “Edmond North” on their shirts 
despite Edmond North’s lack of a hockey team. Until recently, 
that club was also allowed to make announcements over the in-
tercom to the entire student body. In contrast, clubs such as the 
ones mentioned above have trouble getting the word out at all 
due to restrictive district policies. If club rules are to be modified, 
then the changes should at least occur in a consistent way where 
all clubs of the same official category enjoy the same privileges.

Many of the clubs that have been blocked exist for reasons 
that enhance the school climate (i.e. fostering equality among 
different minority groups). Allowing them to exist with full 
sponsorship under the spirit of the “school-sponsored club” 
requirements would be a better solution for both students and 
administration than forcing them to exactly correspond with a 
curriculum offering. 

Many of the club policies responsible for these problems orig-
inate from the district level, but their enforcement and interpreta-
tion is the responsibility of the individual schools. With a loosen-
ing of regularions, district and school administrators would not 
receive complaints about sponsorship judgments, while students 
could enjoy the full potential of their clubs without restrictions.

Anyone interested in joining these clubs’ journeys to full 
school sponsorship can contact their teacher sponsors for more 
information. 

Slippery slope to sponsorship:
North clubs confront continuing curriculum conflicts

HUSKIES FROM THE HEART: At an after-
school discussion, members of Huskies for 
Equality hold signs about what feminism means 
to each of them.
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ALWAYS ALLIES:  Members of North’s Gay-
Straight Alliance pose at a tutorial meeting.
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• For gifted or talented high school students in 9th-11th grades

• Receive two hours of transferable college credit from two choices: 

Sciences, Bible, Engineering, or the Humanities

• Hands-on labs, field trips, or community service enhance every class

• Experience dorm life mentored by current OC Honors students

HONORS SUMMER ACADEMY

JULY 10-15, 2016

Classes are fi l l ing! Apply today at

WWW.OC.EDU/SUMMERACADEMY
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Reviews

By FAYTHE MILLER 
North Staff Writer

Alternative rock fans every-
where have been celebrating the 
release of Panic! At The Disco’s 
new album “Death of a Bachelor.”

The band started in 2004, de-
spite the change in band members 
they have been producing music 
since. Their voice and style has 
changed, yet the edgy and emo-
tional lyrics have remained the 
same. 

The new album quickly topped 
charts as number one on iTunes 
Jan. 15, not to mention making 
number one with preorders three 
months prior to the official release 
in January. 

“Death of a Bachelor” is not 
only the title of the album, but also 
a song on it. This song sets the 
mood for the album, starting out 
with a calm warm tone and then 
progressing to an upbeat vibe. 

Lead singer Brendon Urie’s 
voice ranges from incredible high 
notes to a deep masculine voice. 
The songs on the album make one 
feel as though they are traveling in 
time through the music. The lyr-
ics and background are modern, 
yet  the producing gives a percep-
tion that the song was produced in  
past times.  

Personally, my favorite song on 
the album is “Impossible Year,” a 
Frank-Sinatra styled piece.  The 
musical backdrop is piano, bass, 

and drums pairing eloquently with 
Urie’s deep, aged voice. 

Not only is the sound powerful, 
the lyrics are too. For example, the 
lines “There's no good times this 
impossible year, just a beachfront 
of bad blood, and a coast that's un-
clear” is describing what it is like 
to lose someone you love. The 
best part about Panic! is that most 
lyrics have a deep meaning and 
can be related back to real life.

Panic at the Disco! will also be 
going on tour and will make their 
way to Oklahoma City on July 16 
at the Zoo Amphitheater. I would 
recommend listening to Death of a 
Bachelor because of the thought-
provoking lyrics and range of 
style.

By BRIANNA BERT
North Staff Writer

As one of the number one trend-
ing Twitter hashtags and top stories on 
Buzzfeed, March 14 marked the day ev-
ery woman in America has been waiting 
for: the Bachelor finale. Ben Higgins sur-
prised most viewers with who he picked 
to be his wife.

Leading up to 7:00 that evening, I fol-
lowed @bachelorolivia, the Twitter ac-
count that has gained fame because of its 
live tweeting of the show, and continued 
to periodically check Twitter throughout 
the show for its funny tweets and retweets.

Going into the finale, Ben told both 
women that he loves them, so I had no 
idea who he was going to choose as his 
bride.

At the beginning of the three hour 
special, host Chris Harrison decided to 
leave viewers hanging by saying that 
there might be a wedding at the end of 
the episode, which has never occured in 
Bachelor history. Chris brought Ben’s 
hometown pastor to the finale to possibly 
marry Ben and his future wife at the end 
of the special.

By the end of Ben’s final dates with 

Lauren and Jojo, the remaining girls, I 
think Ben had cried more than both of the 
girls due to the fact that he loves both of 
them. In fact, Ben left Jojo’s date early 
because he was upset.

After the two dates, the finale con-
tinued  to show both of the girls getting 
ready to know if he chose them, or any-
one at all. 

Coming to the proposal site first was 
Jojo, the fan favorite. Arriving first means 
that he’s not picking you. Everyone knew 
that Ben was going to pick Lauren, but I 
secretly hoped he would pick Jojo. I liked 
Jojo because she was able to get past 
hardships in her relationship with Ben 
and not let it affect their time together. 
Her genuine personality around Ben was 
also something that I liked about her.

At the “After the Final Rose” live au-
dience show, Jojo confronted Ben argu-
ing that he didn’t give her closure at the 
final rose ceremony, and she kept her 
anger under control and handled herself 
maturely. Ben went on to talk to her and 
give her closure about his “breaking up” 
with her.

By the end of this conversation, Harri-
son decided to make everyone in America 
anxious to figure out who the next bach-

elorette will be for the fall season. When 
he announced that Jojo will indeed be the 
next bachelorette, I screamed with joy. In 
fact, I’m not sure if I’m happier for Ben 
and Lauren staying together or Jojo being 
the next bachelorette.

It was reassuring that Ben and Lau-
ren have stayed together and that his 
family likes her. When Harrison asked 
them if they wanted to get married on the 
show, at that moment, I silently thought,  

“please no.” Although I was upset with 
him after the final rose ceremony, I now 
respect Ben after he said that we wanted 
his wedding to be spent with their friends 
and family.

Ultimately, after watching the finale I 
truly believe that Ben and Lauren have a 
very good chance of staying together, or 
at least making it longer than most cou-
ples that come out of the show. Maybe 
they will get married? 

Death of a Bachelor: 
Panic! At the Disco releases long-awaited new album

The Bachelor Finale: 
Ben Higgins breaks hearts and Twitter feeds 

PHOTO PROVIDED

PHOTO PROVIDED

PANIC!: This cover was inspired by Brendon Urie’s back-
yard because it was the scenery that surrounded him while 
he wrote his songs. It captures the strong theme of party-
ing exprssed throughout the album.
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Talkback

What

Kassidy Carsten
(North sophomore)

“Faking pregnancy.” 

Jose Serrano
(Santa Fe junior)

“My friends and I put baking 
soda in my friend’s air vent in 

his car.”

Connor Shanks 
(Memorial senior)

“Rubber band the sink fau-
cet to make it spray.”

Montana Lichliter
(Santa Fe junior)

“I put hair dye in my brother’s 
shampoo.”

D’Nia Young
(North freshman)

“The best April Fool’s joke is 
putting vaseline on the toliet.” 

Hannah Matthies
(North junior)

“Shocking someone with a 
fake gum trick.”

best Fool’sjoke?wasyour  April

LAYOUT BY ABBY FURST
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